
 

FAQ’s about mosquito nets 

How and why do mosquito nets work? 
The female Anopheles mosquito, which spreads malaria by transmitting the Plasmodium 
parasite to humans, is nocturnal. She generally bites at night. Therefore, an insecticide-
treated bed net can be an extremely effective tool in the prevention of malaria. A 
mosquito net is hung up over the middle of a bed so that it completely covers one or 
more sleeping persons. Not only do the mosquito nets create a barrier to mosquitoes, 
but the insecticide kills mosquitoes on contact as well, creating limited protection even 
for family members sleeping outside the net. 
 
What kind of mosquito nets does the ELCA Malaria Campaign use? 
ELCA Malaria Campaign partners use long-lasting insecticidal mosquito nets, which 
retain their insecticidal properties for up to five years or 20 washes. The long-lasting 
insecticidal mosquito nets contain pyrethroid insecticides and are purchased by our 
partners, in their own countries, from approved and reliable manufacturers. Mosquito 
nets treated with a pyrethroid insecticide both repel and kill mosquitoes, offering twice 
as much protection as untreated nets. Insecticide-treated mosquito nets have proven 
to be a highly effective method for combating malaria. 
 
Do you buy the mosquito nets in bulk and store them at the ELCA churchwide office?  
No. We encourage the use of sample nets, but those nets are exclusively for 
educational purposes. The “real” mosquito nets — the ones that are saving lives in 
Africa — are purchased as locally as possible by our African companions and partners, 
from a list of approved retailers.  
 
Aside from mosquito nets, what are some other ways to prevent malaria? 
Anopheles mosquitoes breed in areas where water stagnates, so water treatment and 
sanitation programs are crucial to our efforts. Indoor residual spraying (spraying of 
insecticides in homes) is another important part of our prevention programs. Education 
about malaria and its transmission will play a big part in radically reducing instances of 
malaria. Additionally, the ELCA Malaria Campaign will work with its partners to 
strengthen networking between local agencies, which will aid in comprehensive 
educational efforts and getting resources to where they need to be. 


