
Last year, almost 70,000 children and another 70,000 

families  arrived in the U.S., most from Honduras, El 

Salvador and Guatemala. This year, the numbers of 

Central American children and family arrivals reflect 

an overall decrease from the historic highs of last year. 

While this may seem to indicate that fewer people are 

fleeing Central America, recent numbers show a 95% 

increase in deportations of Central Americans in 

Mexico. This increase is due in part to U.S. pressure on 

Mexico’s government.   

Findings from ELCA leadership trip to Central America: 

 Children and families continue to leave because of 

complex and interrelated reasons, including chronic 

violence, poverty, environmental displacement and 

lack of opportunities. These problems are 

exacerbated by the failure of governments to 

address these issues, leaving many with no choice 

but to flee.  

 Children are forcibly recruited and targeted by gangs and some must cross gang territories just to attend 

school. Many business owners must pay a “protection” fee to criminal actors to avoid being killed.  

 Gang violence greatly affects faith communities in the region. For example, Lutheran churches have 

been forced to cancel worship services due to shootouts in their neighborhoods and have seen their 

youth leadership flee due to violence. 

The factors driving many Central Americans out of their communities are complex and underscore a critical 

need for access to protection and our responsibility to address root causes of migration.  

We ask Congress to: 

 Effectively and responsibly address the surge of 

children and families arriving in the U.S. by 

investing in addressing the root causes of 

migration.  

 Ensure ample civil society input, access to 

funding, and oversight in any investments in the 

region. 

 Protect children and families fleeing due to 

violence and persecution by discouraging 

funding for Mexican interdictions. 

 Recognize the need for protection of Central 

American children and families who seek 

safety in the U.S.  

Our faith response  

“Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law”  

Romans, 13:8 

Jesus professed love for our neighbors as a fundamental reflection of our own identity. The ELCA is a church 

with migrant roots that recognizes we are all made in God’s image and have the right to dignity and re-

spect. As a church in the world, we have strong historical relationships with Lutheran churches in Central 

America and have invested in partners that do God’s work to care for children.  

In our social message on immigration, the ELCA declares that, “The presence of newcomers in our church 

and society…deepens our belief that ‘all people are God’s creatures, sinners for whom Christ died’ and 

our responsibility to respect the human dignity of all.” 

We pray that legislators recognize the dignity of all migrants and those communities affected by migration 

and raise up the need for protection for those fleeing.  

Engagement with Central America 
Addressing migration with efficiency and 

compassion for our neighbors 
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Addressing migration holistically:  

Addressing the surge in children and families arriving in the U.S. effectively and responsibility can only be 

done by focusing on the root causes forcing people to flee. Concentrating on border security or 

encouraging Mexico to detain migrants fails to honor our history as a nation that protects people seeking 

safety and undermines Mexican laws that protect vulnerable migrants. Directing resources towards 

alleviating the root causes of migration is the most responsible way to address the surge of children and 

mothers fleeing Central America.  

Effective investment: 

Civil society organizations and faith communities in the region have years of experience addressing the 

issues that are pushing vulnerable people out of their communities. Churches are often the only trusted 

institutions in neighborhoods. Ample engagement of local nongovernmental organizations, faith and 

affected communities in any plans for the region is critical for an effective investment, both during planning 

and implementation. 

Protecting the vulnerable: 

Families and children make the trek to the U.S. through Mexico because they face dire circumstances in 

their communities. The U.S. has continuously pressed the Mexican government to interdict migrants, many 

of whom would qualify for international protections, before they reach U.S. borders. As a nation that has 

welcomed vulnerable people around the world seeking a safe haven, the U.S. must not support interdiction 

efforts and must acknowledge the need for protection of children and families from Central America, in all 

U.S. policies. 

Engagement with Central America 
Addressing migration with efficiency and 

compassion for our neighbors 

Learn more: 

ELCA Social Message on Immigration: http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/

ImmigrationSM.pdf?_ga=1.125555021.631325923.1417710930 

ELCA Social Statement: “For Peace in God's World”: http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%

20Repository/PeaceSS.pdf?_ga=1.192655725.631325923.1417710930 

ELCA Social Policy Resolution: Toward Compassionate, Just, and Wise Immigration Reform: http://

www.lirs.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/

ELCASTATEMENTELCATOWARDCOMPASSIONATEJUSTWISEIMMIGRATIONREFORM.pdf 

Department of Homeland Security. CBP Border Security Report. (2014): http://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/

files/documents/FINAL%20Draft%20CBP%20FY14%20Report_20141218.pdf 

Increase in deportations information: http://www.wola.org/commentary/

mexican_government_releases_new_figures  

Violence in Central America: http://www.seguridadjusticiaypaz.org.mx/biblioteca/prensa/summary/5-

prensa/199-the-50-most-violent-cities-in-the-world-2014 
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