
© Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Permission is granted to reproduce this material for local, 
non-sale use only. 

 
 
 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
 
Additional Prayers (pg. 72-87) 
The following prayers from Evangelical Lutheran Worship may be appropriately inserted 
into the prayers of the people, used in pastoral care situations, or drawn upon at other 
opportunities for prayer. 

 
Peace 
O God, it is your will to hold both heaven and earth in a single peace. Let the design of 
your great love shine on the waste of our wraths and sorrows, and give peace to your church, 
peace among nations, peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Peace 
Gracious and holy God, lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth. Lead us from 
despair to hope, from fear to trust. Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace. Let peace fill 
our hearts, our world, our universe; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
National distress 
Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your love is steadfast and 
your strength never fails. In this time of danger and trouble, be to us a sure guardian and rock of 
defense. Guide the leaders of our nation with your wisdom, comfort those in distress, and grant 
us courage and hope to face the future; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Time of conflict, crisis, disaster 
God, our refuge and strength, you have bound us together in a common life. In all our 
conflicts, help us to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, to listen for your voice 
amid competing claims, and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Time of conflict, crisis, disaster 
O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope. Where anxiety 
is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance. Where impossibilities close every 
door and window, grant imagination and resistance. Where distrust twists our thinking, grant 
healing and illumination. Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings and 
strengthened dreams. All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Time of civic mourning 
God our creator, through whose providing care we enjoy all goodness and life, turn our 
eyes to your mercy in this time of confusion and loss. Comfort this nation as we mourn; shine 
your light on those whose only companion is darkness; and teach us all so to number our days 
that we may apply our hearts to your wisdom; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Health of body and soul 
By your power, great God, our Lord Jesus healed the sick and gave new hope to the 
hopeless. Though we cannot command or possess your power, we pray for those who want to 
be healed. Mend their wounds, soothe fevered brows, and make broken people whole again. 
Help us to welcome every healing as a sign that, though death is against us, you are for us, and 
have promised renewed and risen life in Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 
Those in affliction 
Lord Christ, you came into the world as one of us, and suffered as we do. As we go 
through the trials of life, help us to realize that you are with us at all times and in all 
things; that we have no secrets from you; and that your loving grace enfolds us for 
eternity. In the security of your embrace we pray. Amen. 

 
Those in emotional distress 
Merciful God, you give us the grace that helps in time of need. Surround name with your 
steadfast love and lighten her/his burden. By the power of your Spirit, free her/him from 
distress and give her/him a new mind and heart made whole in the name of the risen Christ. 
Amen. 

 
Those who suffer abuse and violence 
Holy One, you do not distance yourself from the pain of your people, but in Jesus you 
bear that pain with all who suffer at others' hands. With your cleansing love bring healing and 
strength to name; and by your justice, lift her/him up, that in body, mind, and spirit, she/he may 
again rejoice. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

 
Those in trouble or bereavement 
Almighty God, your love never fails, and you can turn the shadow of death into daybreak. 
Help us to receive your word with believing hearts, so that, confident in your promises, we 
may have hope and be lifted out of sorrow into the joy and peace of your presence; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Emergency workers 
God of earth and air, water and fire, height and depth, we pray for those who work in 
danger, who rush in to bring hope and help and comfort when others flee to safety, whose 
mission is to seek and save, serve and protect, and whose presence embodies the protection of 
the Good Shepherd. Give them caution and concern for one another, so that in safety they may 
do what must be done, under your watchful eye. Support them in their courage and dedication 
that they may continue to save lives, ease pain, and mend the torn fabric of lives and social 
order; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Caregivers and others who support the sick 
God, our refuge and strength, our present help in time of trouble, care for those who tend 
the needs of [the sick]/[name/s] . Strengthen them in body and spirit. Refresh them when 
weary; console them when anxious; comfort them in grief; and hearten them in 
discouragement. Be with us all, and give us peace at all times and in every way; through 
Christ our peace. Amen. 
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Health care providers 
Merciful God, your healing power is everywhere about us. Strengthen those who work 
among the sick; give them courage and confidence in all they do. Encourage them when their 
efforts seem futile or when death prevails. Increase their trust in your power even to overcome 
death and pain and crying. May they be thankful for every sign of health you give, and humble 
before the mystery of your healing grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Recovery from sickness 
Almighty and merciful God, you are the only source of health and healing; you alone can 
bring calmness and peace. Grant to us, your children, an awareness of your presence and a 
strong confidence in you. In our pain, our weariness, and our anxiety, surround us with your 
care, protect us by your loving might, and permit us once more to enjoy health and strength 
and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Guidance 
Direct us, Lord God, in all our doings with your most gracious favor, and extend to us 
your continual help; that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify 
your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Young persons 
Lord God of our ancestors, we thank you for what you have done and will continue to do 
with our daughters and sons. Walk with them in life, and keep the evil one from obstructing 
their path. You see all; you know where the water is deep. Keep them from danger. Order 
their steps and guide their feet while they run the race of faith. May the good work that you 
have begun in them be brought to completion at the day of Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 

 
Protection through life 
O God, full of compassion, we commit and commend ourselves to you, in whom we live 
and move and have our being. Be the goal of our pilgrimage, and our rest by the way. Give us 
refuge from the turmoil of worldly distractions beneath the shadow of your wings. Let our 
hearts, so often a sea of restless waves, find peace in you, O God; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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