
Z I M B A B W E
www.elca.org/hunger

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support the 
Lutheran Communion in Southern Africa and 
programs and projects that help change lives in more 
than 60 countries around the world.

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250.
  Other $____________

Meet Gloria

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA World Hunger 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.elca.org/hungerdonate. 

Gloria has worked hard for 
her International Computer 
Certificate at the InfoHut—and 
along the way, she’s learned how 
to prevent HIV and AIDS.

“You bait your hook with what 
you know the fish would like to 
eat.” This African saying sums up 
why the Lutheran Communion in 
Southern Africa puts computers 
at the center of an innovative 
HIV and AIDS prevention 
program for young adults.

The InfoHut is a simple building 
outside a school. Inside is a fully-
equipped computer lab with up-
to-date software—and students 
eager to learn how to use it. Not 
only do the students learn technical 
skills in preparation for the 
industry-recognized International 

Computer Certificate, which will 
help them earn better jobs, they 
learn important life skills, like 
how to prevent HIV and AIDS. 

After class hours, the InfoHut 
welcomes all members of the 
community to learn about 
computers and health—a win-
win for the whole community!  

Daniel Rift/ELCA

Reproducible Stories

One billion of our neighbors are living in poverty. They struggle to 

live on less than a dollar a day—without enough food to eat or clean 

water to drink. Even in the United States, almost one in 10 households 

experiences hunger or the risk of hunger—skipping meals or going an 

entire day without food.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is working to change 

this.

ELCA World Hunger responds to global hunger and poverty 

by addressing its root causes. We work in 60 counties around the 

world, including the United States, to help people lift themselves out 

of poverty through food, agricultural training, livestock, access to clean 

water, health care, job training and more. Thanks to the ministry of 

ELCA World Hunger, communities who once knew hunger now give 

thanks for daily bread.

Please give today. Make your check payable to “ELCA World Hunger.” 

Place your gift in your congregation’s offering plate or mail it to: ELCA 

World Hunger, P.O. Box 71764, Chicago, IL 60694-1764. To give online 

with a credit card, please visit www.elca.org/hungerdonate.

Use these reproducible stories in your Sunday bulletins, newsletters and other 
communications to highlight the life-saving work made possible by gifts to  

ELCA World Hunger and ELCA Disaster Response.

Visit www.elca.org/hunger/stories to find these stories in .doc and .pdf formats. 
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Reproduce this piece on the back of your favorite story or as a stand-alone update. 

ELCA 
WORLD HUNGER

C O S T A  R I C A
www.elca.org/hunger

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support 
programs and projects that help change lives in 
more than 60 countries around the world. Will 
you help with your gift today? 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250.
  Other $____________

Most people in El Jardin, Costa Rica, 
work in the banana and pineapple 
plantations that surround the 
village. The work is hard, the wages 
are low, and over the generations, the 
villagers have lost their knowledge 
about growing other crops. 

Recognizing the need for more food, 
income and sources of employment, 
the Lutheran church in El Jardin, 
supported by your gifts to ELCA 
World Hunger, uses its land for an 
ecological agriculture program. 
Flor and her neighbors learn 
about soil fertility, crop rotation 
and plants. They’re growing 
vegetables to eat and also plants 
that can be turned into products 
like shampoo and insect repellent. 

Flor says she didn’t know anything 
about rose hips when they started; 
now she grows them and uses 
them to make drinks and jam. 
“It’s nice not to have to buy so 

many things now, and to be able to 
make them instead,” Flor smiles. 
She has also become treasurer 
of the group. Eventually, they 
hope to sell their products in 
shops beyond their own village. 

Flor’s new skills and knowledge 
have made her very hopeful 
about the future. But Nehemias, 
the program’s manager, says the 
changes are much bigger than 
that. With so many in the village 
involved – including the children – 
there is a new sense of community, 
pride and mutual support that will 
bring benefits for years to come.

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA World Hunger 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.elca.org/hungerdonate. 

Meet Flor

Nancy Michaelis/ELCA

Z A M B I A
www.elca.org/malaria

Your gifts to ELCA Malaria Campaign will help 
our companion churches in Africa prevent and 
treat malaria. A gift of just $100 can train a village 
health team to do this work.

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA Malaria Campaign. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $30. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $90.
  Other $____________

For most of us in the United States, 
mosquitoes are usually no more 
than a nuisance. But in Africa, just 
one bite from an infected mosquito 
can transmit malaria. The disease is 
a leading cause of death in Zambia—
there are more than four million 
cases each year.

Ending deaths from malaria is a 
goal within our reach, thanks to a 
global movement of governments 
and organizations. And because 
Lutheran churches in Africa are 
central to community life, we 
recognize that our church has an 
important role to play. The ELCA 
Malaria Campaign partners with 
Lutheran churches in Africa— 
going right to the heart of 
communities, where the people 
are, to provide malaria education, 
prevention and care.

Abel is a field officer working on 
behalf of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Zambia. Thanks to your 
gifts to the ELCA Malaria Campaign, 
he travels to congregations—some 
in the most remote areas—to teach 
how to recognize symptoms of 
malaria, get treatment and prevent 
the disease. While visiting, Abel 
will also identify and train pastors 
and other church leaders to form a 
village health team that is equipped 
to teach, diagnose and treat malaria 
in their own communities.

Thanks to this work, and the work 
of global partners, malaria deaths 
in Zambia are steadily declining. 
Reported malaria deaths have 
decreased by 66 percent over the 
past 10 years. Thank you for being a 
part of this historic effort to combat 
malaria and save lives! 

Make your check payable to the
“ELCA Malaria Campaign.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA Malaria Campaign 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.elca.org/malaria. 

Meet Abel

Matthew Bishop/ELCA



I N D I A
www.elca.org/hunger

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support Lutheran 
World Service India Trust and programs and projects 
that help change lives in more than 60 countries 
around the world. 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250.
  Other $____________

Meet Lochana

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA World Hunger 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.elca.org/hungerdonate. 

India’s forests are home to millions 
of people. Most are sustenance 
farmers, living off of the land 
and fishing in nearby waters. 
But in recent years, farmers 
were forced from their land and 
fields with little-to-no notice. 

Lochana and her 10- and 16-year-
old sons lived in one of these 
forests, far below the poverty 
line — on less than 40 cents a day. 
She fed her family by cultivating 
a one-acre plot of land.

In 2006, India passed the Forest 
Rights Act, recognizing the rights 
of forest-dwelling communities. 
The act allowed for the poorest 
of the poor, living in forests, to 
receive additional land, homes 
and other resources that had 
been denied to them for years.

But Lochana never heard about this 
act. In fact, neither did any of her 
neighbors. That’s when the church 
stepped in to help. Supported by 
your gifts to ELCA World Hunger, 
representatives from Lutheran 
World Service India Trust met 
with Lochana and her neighbors. 
They helped her understand her 
rights, and complete applications 
to governmental programs. 

Thanks to their help, Lochana and 
her family were awarded two acres 
of their own land. With additional 
funding, her new home is under 
construction and her future looks 
bright. “I am very happy,” she says. 

U N I T E D  S T A T E S
www.elca.org/hunger

Lead by Lorna’s passion, My Friends House provided 
34,378 pounds of food to 10,543 people from January 
to July 2011. Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support 
My Friends House and hundreds of projects like it 
here in the United States and around the world. 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250.
  Other $____________

Meet Lorna

Paul Jeffrey/ACT Alliance

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA World Hunger 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.elca.org/hungerdonate. 

On any given Wednesday, you can 
find Lorna sharing food, friendship 
and respect at My Friends House, a 
ministry that grew out of Ascension 
Lutheran Church in Los Angeles, 
California. “I come to My Friends 
House when I need to provide 
for my family. I know that there 
I will be treated with respect and 
dignity. No one there is judging me!” 
exclaims a client. Lorna is 66 years 
old. She has been serving with My 
Friends House for the past 15 years. 

The ministry started out by 
providing bread to the hungry in 
the area, but Lorna is always looking 
for opportunities. Under her care, 
the ministry has built valuable 
partnerships with the Los Angeles 
Regional Food Bank, as well as with 
local grocery stores and restaurant 
chains to provide fresh produce and 
other special foods to people in need. 

Lorna has participated in several 
ELCA World Hunger trainings. She 
says that it is her heart, passion 
and commitment to human dignity 
that keep her in this work — even 
as she retired last year. “She insists 
upon treating everyone with 
respect,” says Tempie Beaman, 
current board chair and incoming 
volunteer interim executive 
director. “She is always available 
for prayer and provides a caring, 
loving and faithful experience.”

In the words of another regular 
client of My Friends House who 
is also a friend of Lorna, “I don’t 
feel like I am getting a ‘hand 
out,’ but a helping hand.”

C A M B O D I A
www.elca.org/hunger

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support The 
Lutheran World Federation and programs and 
projects that help change lives in more than 60 
countries around the world. A gift of $250 could 
help support an irrigation canal project like the 
one in Cambodia.

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250.
  Other $____________

The people of Preah Khae village 
used to look up at the stream 
sparkling on the side of their 
mountain with envy. Their only 
water source was several kilometers 
away, and it took hours out of every 
day to go back and forth. Wouldn’t 
it be wonderful if they could use 
the water from the stream?

Now they can. Thanks to The 
Lutheran World Federation, 
supported by your gifts to ELCA 
World Hunger, the stream no 
longer flows into the ground, 
but into a concrete reservoir at 
the bottom of the mountain. 
Underground pipes carry the water 
into every house in the village.

Sam Oun of the village development 
committee says that the villagers 
could hardly believe their eyes 
when the water was connected 
to their houses. “This is the 
biggest achievement of the year 
in our village,” he says.

“I love the tap water,” says Nounh 

Rahn. “It is easy to use, cleaner 
than the water from the lake, and 
we save a lot of time.” The plentiful 
water made it possible for her to 
plant and nurture a productive 
vegetable garden for the first time. 
“Previously, I spent 2,000 riels a day 
(about 50 cents) buying vegetables 
from the local shop. Now I have 
my own vegetables to eat.” She 
grows more than her family needs, 
so she sells the rest at the market 
for a small profit. The new water 
source has made a big difference 
for the people of Preah Khae.

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA World Hunger 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.elca.org/hungerdonate. 

Meet Nuonh

Leak Ratna/LWF Cambodia

K E N Y A
www.elca.org/disaster

In addition to providing that first drink of water 
at Dadaab, your gifts to ELCA Disaster Response 
designated for the Horn of Africa Drought Relief 
provide food, water and other needed services 
for families and communities affected by this 
slow-moving disaster. Your gifts will be used 
entirely—100 percent—for this effort. 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA Disaster Response. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250.
  Other $____________

They walked for weeks, 
constantly thirsty, constantly 
hungry. Sowda worried about 
her children, about the bandits, 
about what would happen once 
the family finally arrived.

And the family finally did arrive. 
As Sowda walked up to the intake 
center, someone reached out and 
handed her a drink of water. And 
Sowda finally smiled. Things were 
going to turn out all right after all.

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA Disaster Response 
39330 Treasury Center 
Chicago, IL 60694-9300 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.elca.org/disaster. 

Meet Sowda

It had been the worst drought 
anyone in the area could remember. 
The wells and streams had run 
dry. The crops were long gone and 
even the goats were having a hard 
time finding enough to eat. Worried 
villagers began trading stories of 
armed bandits raiding herds and 
farms, carrying off everything they 
could. The rains failed yet again 
and food prices went higher and 
higher. When rumors of war started 
coming closer, Sowda and her 
family decided it was time to leave.

Sowda gathered her children and 
their few possessions and began 
to walk. The family joined others 
along the dry and dusty road 
through parched scrub and sand, 
forming a slow procession to the 
Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya.



Z I M B A B W E
www.elca.org/hunger

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support the 
Lutheran Communion in Southern Africa and 
programs and projects that help change lives in more 
than 60 countries around the world.

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250.
  Other $____________

Meet Gloria

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA World Hunger 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.elca.org/hungerdonate. 

Gloria has worked hard for 
her International Computer 
Certificate at the InfoHut—and 
along the way, she’s learned how 
to prevent HIV and AIDS.

“You bait your hook with what 
you know the fish would like to 
eat.” This African saying sums up 
why the Lutheran Communion in 
Southern Africa puts computers 
at the center of an innovative 
HIV and AIDS prevention 
program for young adults.

The InfoHut is a simple building 
outside a school. Inside is a fully-
equipped computer lab with up-
to-date software—and students 
eager to learn how to use it. Not 
only do the students learn technical 
skills in preparation for the 
industry-recognized International 

Computer Certificate, which will 
help them earn better jobs, they 
learn important life skills, like 
how to prevent HIV and AIDS. 

After class hours, the InfoHut 
welcomes all members of the 
community to learn about 
computers and health—a win-
win for the whole community!  

Daniel Rift/ELCA

Reproducible Stories

One billion of our neighbors are living in poverty. They struggle to 

live on less than a dollar a day—without enough food to eat or clean 

water to drink. Even in the United States, almost one in 10 households 

experiences hunger or the risk of hunger—skipping meals or going an 

entire day without food.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is working to change 

this.

ELCA World Hunger responds to global hunger and poverty 

by addressing its root causes. We work in 60 counties around the 

world, including the United States, to help people lift themselves out 

of poverty through food, agricultural training, livestock, access to clean 

water, health care, job training and more. Thanks to the ministry of 

ELCA World Hunger, communities who once knew hunger now give 

thanks for daily bread.

Please give today. Make your check payable to “ELCA World Hunger.” 

Place your gift in your congregation’s offering plate or mail it to: ELCA 

World Hunger, P.O. Box 71764, Chicago, IL 60694-1764. To give online 

with a credit card, please visit www.elca.org/hungerdonate.

Use these reproducible stories in your Sunday bulletins, newsletters and other 
communications to highlight the life-saving work made possible by gifts to  

ELCA World Hunger and ELCA Disaster Response.

Visit www.elca.org/hunger/stories to find these stories in .doc and .pdf formats. 
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Reproduce this piece on the back of your favorite story or as a stand-alone update. 

ELCA 
WORLD HUNGER

C O S T A  R I C A
www.elca.org/hunger

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support 
programs and projects that help change lives in 
more than 60 countries around the world. Will 
you help with your gift today? 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250.
  Other $____________

Most people in El Jardin, Costa Rica, 
work in the banana and pineapple 
plantations that surround the 
village. The work is hard, the wages 
are low, and over the generations, the 
villagers have lost their knowledge 
about growing other crops. 

Recognizing the need for more food, 
income and sources of employment, 
the Lutheran church in El Jardin, 
supported by your gifts to ELCA 
World Hunger, uses its land for an 
ecological agriculture program. 
Flor and her neighbors learn 
about soil fertility, crop rotation 
and plants. They’re growing 
vegetables to eat and also plants 
that can be turned into products 
like shampoo and insect repellent. 

Flor says she didn’t know anything 
about rose hips when they started; 
now she grows them and uses 
them to make drinks and jam. 
“It’s nice not to have to buy so 

many things now, and to be able to 
make them instead,” Flor smiles. 
She has also become treasurer 
of the group. Eventually, they 
hope to sell their products in 
shops beyond their own village. 

Flor’s new skills and knowledge 
have made her very hopeful 
about the future. But Nehemias, 
the program’s manager, says the 
changes are much bigger than 
that. With so many in the village 
involved – including the children – 
there is a new sense of community, 
pride and mutual support that will 
bring benefits for years to come.

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA World Hunger 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.elca.org/hungerdonate. 

Meet Flor

Nancy Michaelis/ELCA

Z A M B I A
www.elca.org/malaria

Your gifts to ELCA Malaria Campaign will help 
our companion churches in Africa prevent and 
treat malaria. A gift of just $100 can train a village 
health team to do this work.

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA Malaria Campaign. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $30. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $90.
  Other $____________

For most of us in the United States, 
mosquitoes are usually no more 
than a nuisance. But in Africa, just 
one bite from an infected mosquito 
can transmit malaria. The disease is 
a leading cause of death in Zambia—
there are more than four million 
cases each year.

Ending deaths from malaria is a 
goal within our reach, thanks to a 
global movement of governments 
and organizations. And because 
Lutheran churches in Africa are 
central to community life, we 
recognize that our church has an 
important role to play. The ELCA 
Malaria Campaign partners with 
Lutheran churches in Africa— 
going right to the heart of 
communities, where the people 
are, to provide malaria education, 
prevention and care.

Abel is a field officer working on 
behalf of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Zambia. Thanks to your 
gifts to the ELCA Malaria Campaign, 
he travels to congregations—some 
in the most remote areas—to teach 
how to recognize symptoms of 
malaria, get treatment and prevent 
the disease. While visiting, Abel 
will also identify and train pastors 
and other church leaders to form a 
village health team that is equipped 
to teach, diagnose and treat malaria 
in their own communities.

Thanks to this work, and the work 
of global partners, malaria deaths 
in Zambia are steadily declining. 
Reported malaria deaths have 
decreased by 66 percent over the 
past 10 years. Thank you for being a 
part of this historic effort to combat 
malaria and save lives! 

Make your check payable to the
“ELCA Malaria Campaign.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA Malaria Campaign 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.elca.org/malaria. 

Meet Abel

Matthew Bishop/ELCA



I N D I A
www.elca.org/hunger

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support Lutheran 
World Service India Trust and programs and projects 
that help change lives in more than 60 countries 
around the world. 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250.
  Other $____________

Meet Lochana

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA World Hunger 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.elca.org/hungerdonate. 

India’s forests are home to millions 
of people. Most are sustenance 
farmers, living off of the land 
and fishing in nearby waters. 
But in recent years, farmers 
were forced from their land and 
fields with little-to-no notice. 

Lochana and her 10- and 16-year-
old sons lived in one of these 
forests, far below the poverty 
line — on less than 40 cents a day. 
She fed her family by cultivating 
a one-acre plot of land.

In 2006, India passed the Forest 
Rights Act, recognizing the rights 
of forest-dwelling communities. 
The act allowed for the poorest 
of the poor, living in forests, to 
receive additional land, homes 
and other resources that had 
been denied to them for years.

But Lochana never heard about this 
act. In fact, neither did any of her 
neighbors. That’s when the church 
stepped in to help. Supported by 
your gifts to ELCA World Hunger, 
representatives from Lutheran 
World Service India Trust met 
with Lochana and her neighbors. 
They helped her understand her 
rights, and complete applications 
to governmental programs. 

Thanks to their help, Lochana and 
her family were awarded two acres 
of their own land. With additional 
funding, her new home is under 
construction and her future looks 
bright. “I am very happy,” she says. 

U N I T E D  S T A T E S
www.elca.org/hunger

Lead by Lorna’s passion, My Friends House provided 
34,378 pounds of food to 10,543 people from January 
to July 2011. Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support 
My Friends House and hundreds of projects like it 
here in the United States and around the world. 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250.
  Other $____________

Meet Lorna

Paul Jeffrey/ACT Alliance

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA World Hunger 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.elca.org/hungerdonate. 

On any given Wednesday, you can 
find Lorna sharing food, friendship 
and respect at My Friends House, a 
ministry that grew out of Ascension 
Lutheran Church in Los Angeles, 
California. “I come to My Friends 
House when I need to provide 
for my family. I know that there 
I will be treated with respect and 
dignity. No one there is judging me!” 
exclaims a client. Lorna is 66 years 
old. She has been serving with My 
Friends House for the past 15 years. 

The ministry started out by 
providing bread to the hungry in 
the area, but Lorna is always looking 
for opportunities. Under her care, 
the ministry has built valuable 
partnerships with the Los Angeles 
Regional Food Bank, as well as with 
local grocery stores and restaurant 
chains to provide fresh produce and 
other special foods to people in need. 

Lorna has participated in several 
ELCA World Hunger trainings. She 
says that it is her heart, passion 
and commitment to human dignity 
that keep her in this work — even 
as she retired last year. “She insists 
upon treating everyone with 
respect,” says Tempie Beaman, 
current board chair and incoming 
volunteer interim executive 
director. “She is always available 
for prayer and provides a caring, 
loving and faithful experience.”

In the words of another regular 
client of My Friends House who 
is also a friend of Lorna, “I don’t 
feel like I am getting a ‘hand 
out,’ but a helping hand.”

C A M B O D I A
www.elca.org/hunger

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support The 
Lutheran World Federation and programs and 
projects that help change lives in more than 60 
countries around the world. A gift of $250 could 
help support an irrigation canal project like the 
one in Cambodia.

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA World Hunger. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250.
  Other $____________

The people of Preah Khae village 
used to look up at the stream 
sparkling on the side of their 
mountain with envy. Their only 
water source was several kilometers 
away, and it took hours out of every 
day to go back and forth. Wouldn’t 
it be wonderful if they could use 
the water from the stream?

Now they can. Thanks to The 
Lutheran World Federation, 
supported by your gifts to ELCA 
World Hunger, the stream no 
longer flows into the ground, 
but into a concrete reservoir at 
the bottom of the mountain. 
Underground pipes carry the water 
into every house in the village.

Sam Oun of the village development 
committee says that the villagers 
could hardly believe their eyes 
when the water was connected 
to their houses. “This is the 
biggest achievement of the year 
in our village,” he says.

“I love the tap water,” says Nounh 

Rahn. “It is easy to use, cleaner 
than the water from the lake, and 
we save a lot of time.” The plentiful 
water made it possible for her to 
plant and nurture a productive 
vegetable garden for the first time. 
“Previously, I spent 2,000 riels a day 
(about 50 cents) buying vegetables 
from the local shop. Now I have 
my own vegetables to eat.” She 
grows more than her family needs, 
so she sells the rest at the market 
for a small profit. The new water 
source has made a big difference 
for the people of Preah Khae.

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
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offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA World Hunger 
P.O. Box 71764 
Chicago, IL  60694-1764 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.elca.org/hungerdonate. 

Meet Nuonh

Leak Ratna/LWF Cambodia
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In addition to providing that first drink of water 
at Dadaab, your gifts to ELCA Disaster Response 
designated for the Horn of Africa Drought Relief 
provide food, water and other needed services 
for families and communities affected by this 
slow-moving disaster. Your gifts will be used 
entirely—100 percent—for this effort. 

Will you help with your gift today?
YES! I would like to support
ELCA Disaster Response. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $100. 

  I have enclosed my gift of $250.
  Other $____________

They walked for weeks, 
constantly thirsty, constantly 
hungry. Sowda worried about 
her children, about the bandits, 
about what would happen once 
the family finally arrived.

And the family finally did arrive. 
As Sowda walked up to the intake 
center, someone reached out and 
handed her a drink of water. And 
Sowda finally smiled. Things were 
going to turn out all right after all.

Make your check payable to  
“ELCA World Hunger.” Place
your gift in your congregation’s
offering plate or mail it to:  

ELCA Disaster Response 
39330 Treasury Center 
Chicago, IL 60694-9300 

Give online with a credit card  
at www.elca.org/disaster. 

Meet Sowda

It had been the worst drought 
anyone in the area could remember. 
The wells and streams had run 
dry. The crops were long gone and 
even the goats were having a hard 
time finding enough to eat. Worried 
villagers began trading stories of 
armed bandits raiding herds and 
farms, carrying off everything they 
could. The rains failed yet again 
and food prices went higher and 
higher. When rumors of war started 
coming closer, Sowda and her 
family decided it was time to leave.

Sowda gathered her children and 
their few possessions and began 
to walk. The family joined others 
along the dry and dusty road 
through parched scrub and sand, 
forming a slow procession to the 
Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya.


