
THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE ELCA



 

As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

 we share a living,
 daring confidence
in God ’s grace.

Our faith gives us the courage to proclaim the good news to a 
world that is longing to hear it. And through God’s grace, we are 
freed to love and serve our neighbors. Always Being Made New: 
The Campaign for the ELCA is our opportunity to invest in the 
future of this church, deepen relationships and expand ministries 
that serve our neighbors and communities in the United States 
and around the world. 

Dear friends in Christ, 

Through God’s grace we are made new each day to proclaim Jesus Christ — and to boldly participate in 
God’s work. Our faith, Martin Luther said, is a “living, busy, active, mighty thing.”

Through faith, we can do mighty things together; indeed, we are called by God to do so. During the first 
quarter-century of our existence as the ELCA, and through your weekly offerings and designated gifts, 
we have done much together. We have been blessed to lay a solid foundation of generosity and service. 
Your faithful, consistent and sustaining support for the mission we share has had great impact.  And as 
we look forward to our next 25 years together, we have the chance to do even more.

It’s not often that such an opportunity to make a real and lasting 
difference comes along — to start or renew a congregation, to 
identify and prepare leaders in our church and among our global 
companion churches, to feed people and equip them to break out 
of the cycle of hunger and poverty. That’s what we can do together 
through this campaign. And we get to do this in Jesus’ name. Thanks 
be to God!

In God’s grace,

Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Dear members of the ELCA, 

We are privileged to respond to the call to serve as leaders for Always Being Made New: The Campaign 
for the ELCA. We care deeply about our church. We believe in the power of faith to enable all of us to be 
God’s light in this world.

The campaign offers a God-given opportunity for all of us in this church to deepen and expand the 
mission and ministries to which we are committed. We are a church of abundance, using our hearts 
and hands to do God’s work. This campaign gives us all the opportunity to expand this church’s vision, 
and to reach out locally and globally in dynamic new ways that will make a difference not only today, 
but well into the future. 

Sincerely,

Loren and MaryAnn Anderson
Mount Olivet Lutheran Church, Minneapolis  
Steering Committee Chairs  
Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA

Read more about the Andersons and other members of the campaign  
steering committee at www.ELCA.org/campaign.

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 
has passed away; see, everything has become new!  2 Corinthians 5:17
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The ELCA Fund for Leaders awarded 
its first full-tuition scholarships 
to eight students preparing for 
ordained or rostered lay ministry. 
Currently, 224 seminary students 
are receiving scholarship assistance 
from the ELCA.

Leymah Gbowee, a member of the Lutheran 
Church in Liberia, received a scholarship 
from the ELCA’s International Leaders 
program. She was later awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize for her work as an activist 
and peacemaker. In 25 years, the ELCA 
has awarded nearly 900 scholarships to 
International Leaders with the potential to 
make lasting change in their communities.

Dr. Mark L. Jacobson, a medical missionary 
of the ELCA, was awarded the Dr. 
Nathan Davis International Award in 
Medicine for improving health care in 
Tanzania through the Arusha Lutheran 
Medical Center, which serves more than 
150,000 patients each year. In 25 years, 
the ELCA has sent more than 2,000 
missionaries to serve around the world. 

ELCA World Hunger reached the significant 
milestone of $500 million raised in its 
history. Today, ELCA World Hunger funds 
programs in nearly 60 countries, including 
the United States.

“When I answered a call to pursue ordained ministry on a 
leap of faith, I had no idea how I was going to pay for the 
education. A full-tuition scholarship from the ELCA was 
not only the safety net for that leap of faith, but wings.”  

– THE REV. KEVAN PENVOSE
2000 ELCA Fund for Leaders scholarship recipient

“The one way I see us changing the world that we 
live in is by speaking up and standing up. It’s time 
to say to the evils of this world, ‘Go back to the 
shadows, because the good is taking in the light.’” 

– LEYMAH GBOWEE

Twelve volunteers became the 
first Young Adults in Global 
Mission when they participated 
in a year of service in the United 
Kingdom. Since then, more 
than 500 young adults have 
participated in a life-changing 
year of global service. 

1999

2000

2013

Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Palm City, Fla., became the first 
new-start ELCA congregation. 
Since then more than 450 new 
congregations have been started 
throughout the United States.

A generous outpouring of $24.4 million was 
given to Lutheran Disaster Response for relief 
and recovery efforts following Hurricane 
Katrina. In 25 years, Lutheran Disaster Response 
has responded to more than 400 disasters in the 
United States and around the world. 

The ELCA’s global companion 
synod program began connecting 
members with Lutherans around 
the world. Today the ELCA 
shares partnerships with 142 
global companion churches and 
70 million Christians around 
the world through The Lutheran 
World Federation. 

We are a church that rolls up
our sleeves and gets to work.

The ELCA was formed by a merger of 
three predecessor church bodies: The 
American Lutheran Church, the Lutheran 
Church in America, and the Association of 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches.

1987
1988

2005

2011

2006

“The ELCA is our trusted 
sister or brother. Whenever 
we have journeyed 
together, we have made 
things happen for God’s 
sake, as a witness to God.”

– BISHOP JOSEPH BVUMBWE
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Malawi

The ELCA Malaria Campaign 
was launched. Through 2013, 
more than $10 million toward 
the $15 million goal has been 
raised to fund work in 13 
countries in Africa.

1989
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Together, 
we can do more.

As we reflect on what we have already 

accomplished together as the ELCA,  

there is much to celebrate. 

But now is our moment. 

And Always Being Made New: 

The Campaign for the ELCA 

is our chance to do more. 

   CONGREGATIONS
Renewing Congregations    $8 million

ELCA New Congregations    $4 million

Disability Ministries    $4 million

   LEADERSHIP
ELCA Fund for Leaders   $15 million

Youth and Young Adults   $4 million

   HUNGER AND POVERTY 
ELCA World Hunger   $115 million

ELCA Malaria Campaign   $15 million 

   GLOBAL CHURCH
Missionaries & Young Adults  
in Global Mission    $22 million

Global Ministries    $7 million

International Leaders — Women  $4 million   

TOTAL CAMPAIGN GOAL  $198 million

Campaign goals 
 

Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA is a five-year campaign approved 
by the 2013 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. It seeks to raise $198 million in support of 
new and expanded churchwide ministries above and beyond those supported by your 
regular weekly offerings. 

This goal – nearly $200 million – represents a 64 percent increase in designated funding 
for these ministries over the next five years. Achieving these goals would not be possible 
without your help. Your gifts may be designated for any of the priorities included in this 
booklet, or applied where the need is greatest. See page 19 for ways to give. 
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Kaleb Sutherland served alongside our companions in South Africa as a Young Adult in Global Mission in 2012-2013.



CONGREGATIONS

As members of the ELCA, we have an important message to share 
and people are ready to hear it: We are saved by God’s grace and 
God’s grace alone. Help us share the love of Jesus far and wide by 
starting more congregations, discovering innovative ways to grow 
and renew our existing communities of faith and expanding our 
ministries with people living with disabilities. 

You can help:

 
Accompany and equip 1,000 congregations in their 
renewal efforts through ELCA synods.

Goal for Renewing Congregations  $8 million

 
Spread the good news far and wide by planting more 
congregations in the United States and  the Caribbean.

Goal for ELCA New Congregations  $4 million

 

Expand ministries with people living with disabilities.

Goal for Disability Ministries   $4 million

 

- THE REV. DEB STEHLIN
director for evangelical mission and 
former pastor developer of Light of 
the World Lutheran Church, a new 
congregation in Farmington, Minn.
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Everyone knows someone who is searching for something. 
People discover that, whatever their 
story is, it’s okay to tell it.
You matter to God. Really. 
You are beloved.

We are a mission congregation. We are blessed, and  
we continue to share our blessings with our community.

 – THE REV. EARNEST TATE
pastor of Peace Lutheran Church in Milwaukee

 As a renewing congregation, Peace Lutheran Church in Milwaukee received a grant  
from the ELCA to help fund its many ministries, like weekly community meals and other  

food programs, which help serve neighbors and grow their community of faith.



LEADERSHIP

The future of this church depends on its future leaders. Strong, 
creative leadership matters in a church that is called to live and serve 
in a world full of complexities and ambiguities. We need leaders who 
will ground us in God’s love and forgiveness and send us out to do 
God’s work in the world. By accompanying youth and young adults in 
their faith journeys, and supporting talented, gifted students as they 
prepare to begin a life of ministry, we invest in the future of the ELCA.  

You can help:

 
Grow the permanent endowment fund so that, for generations 
to come, hundreds more of the most promising leaders can 
respond to the call to serve our congregations. 

Goal for ELCA Fund for Leaders  $15 million

 
Engage young people in the life of this church through 
expanded ministries with youth and young adults.

Goal for Youth and Young Adults  $4 million

 

I am truly humbled by the incredible generosity and 
affirmation of the greater church community. This 
scholarship and the support I have received has been an 
empowering gift and one I hope will continue through 
the generations of leaders to come.

– TRENA MONTGOMERY 
student at The Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia

 Trena is a 2013 ELCA Fund for Leaders scholarship recipient and former 
Young Adult in Global Mission volunteer who served in Jerusalem/West Bank. 

Learn more about Young Adults in Global Mission on page 15.

I thank God for this scholarship fund that 

made seminary education possible for me. Not 

only is this an investment in me as a leader but 

also in the future of our church.
- KYLE SEVERSON

student at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago
2011 ELCA Fund for Leaders scholarship recipient 
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Pictured: ELCA seminarians Kyle Severson, Sara Suginaka 
and Alexander Raabe are full-tuition scholarship 

recipients from the ELCA Fund for Leaders.



HUNGER AND POVERTY

One in five people in our world today live in extreme poverty, living 
on less than $1.25 per day. As members of the ELCA, we are called 
to respond. Working through Lutheran connections in the United 
States and around the world, we start by listening to the needs of our 
neighbors and getting their ideas to help break the cycle of hunger and 
poverty. Then we partner with them to make their dreams a reality. 
From health care to microloans, water wells to animal husbandry, food 
pantries to community gardens, the ELCA is committed to creatively 
and courageously addressing the root causes of hunger and poverty 
and building a world of justice in which all are fed.

You can help:

 

Support our comprehensive approach in nearly 60 countries 
and expand support to communities in at least 10 countries, 
including the United States, as they work to solve challenges 
that perpetuate hunger and poverty.  

Goal for ELCA World Hunger           $115 million

 
 
Continue the work already under way to help overcome malaria 
in 13 countries in Africa.

Goal for ELCA Malaria Campaign                $15 million
(over $10 million already raised)

 

I’ve had malaria before. Now I sleep under a bed net  
because I know it is important for me and for my baby.

– SUVIA
Kapazhi, Zambia

 Gifts to the ELCA Malaria Campaign are at work in Zambia and 12 other countries in Africa,  
distributing insecticide-treated bed nets, providing education on the signs and  

symptoms of malaria, and more to help eliminate deaths from this disease – for good.

– DUONG POM
village leader, Toap Ta Lat, Cambodia,  
after record-breaking harvest with help from 
programs supported by ELCA World Hunger

I’ve never seen rice growing this well!

Pictured: Duong’s neighbor and friend, Youn Mom
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GLOBAL CHURCH

We are a church that believes God is calling us into the world – together. 
Today, more than 240 ELCA missionaries, including 60 young adults, serve 
in more than 40 countries around the world. The ELCA awards more than 40 
scholarships each year to promising International Leaders so that they can 
continue their education and take on even more significant leadership roles 
in their home countries. In addition, ministry grants to our global companions 
build new congregations, train leaders and evangelists, and help share the good 
news far and wide. Building upon our historic relationships and the strengths 
of the global community, the ELCA is known as a faithful partner in the work to 
build up Christ’s church throughout the world.

You can help:

 
Support our missionaries and give 200 additional young adults the 
opportunity to participate in a year of global service. 

Goal for Missionaries and  
Young Adults in Global Mission          $22 million

 
Equip more than 200 additional women leaders from our global 
companion churches through increased scholarships and 
educational opportunities. 

Goal for International Leaders — Women  $4 million

 
Initiate new evangelism projects in Africa, Asia and  
Latin America.

Goal for Global Ministries  $7 million

 

God has really opened the door for me. If you give  
leadership to women, the church will grow.

– SANCHITA KISKU
International Leader studying at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago 

 After completing her Ph.D., Sanchita will return home to teach at Santal Theological College  
and train future leaders of the Lutheran faith in India. She will be the first woman from  

the Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church in north India to earn a Ph.D. in theology.

– THE REV. EDWIN FLOMO
pastor in Sanoyea, Liberia, and International Leader  
studying at Luther Seminary 
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We share a core value to preach the 
gospel of God’s love to the world.

 



HELP WHERE 
 THE NEED IS GREATEST 

Undesignated gifts to the campaign will be used to support 
campaign priorities where they are needed most. From 
sharing the gospel with others to addressing the root 
causes of hunger and poverty, these gifts allow our church 
flexibility to respond in the time and place when it can 
make the biggest impact. If you are looking for a way to 
support multiple priorities of the campaign with just one 
gift, an undesignated gift may be for you.

Help sustain and grow the ministries of this 
church where needed most. 

Total of all campaign goals     $198 million

Being in the ELCA means that I’m  known and that I’m needed, 
both by God and by the church. And I think that is what 

everyone is looking for. Everyone wants a place to belong.”

– THE REV. ROB JAMES 
pastor developer at GPS Faith Community in Machesney Park, Ill.

 GPS Faith Community started as a satellite church of Grace Lutheran Church  
in Loves Park, Ill., and became a new congregation of the ELCA in 2010.

we can achieve things on a scale and scope 
that we could never do otherwise.

16 17

Fe
rn

an
do

 G
al

gi
an

es
e

Fe
rn

an
do

 G
al

gi
an

es
e

Pa
ul

 Je
ffr

ey
/A

CT
 A

lli
an

ce



“The Campaign for the ELCA is perfect for our philanthropic goals.  
With our support, we can sustain the ELCA’s programs that achieve  
worldwide impact, improve lives and give hope to millions. Join us.”

– DRS. ROBERT AND REBECCA SHAW
Faith Lutheran Church, Clive, Iowa

“This campaign brings us together around ministries  
that are thriving, both in our congregations and globally. 

It’s so exciting to see how much farther our hands can  
reach with the difference made by our contributions.”

— SARAH DELAP 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Columbia, S.C.

Together, we can step forward as a bold and 
courageous church and say “Yes” to our sisters 
and brothers living in poverty and struggling 
with hunger and diseases like malaria. We 
can say “Yes” to people looking for a faith 
community where they feel welcomed and 
loved.  We can say “Yes” to our youth and 
future leaders of this church. We believe that 
Jesus is God’s “Yes” to us. Our lives can be a 
“Yes” to others.

Together, we can do more. The impact of 
Always Being Made New: The Campaign for 
the ELCA will go far beyond the nearly $200 
million goal. It will establish a strong culture 
of stewardship in which this church will be 
well-positioned to do God’s work in Jesus’ 
name throughout the world, for decades to 
come. 

Say “Yes.”

MAKING YOUR GIFT 
Your gifts to the campaign may be designated for the priorities that mean the most to you, or 
applied where the need is greatest. Current gifts are needed today to fund the priorities of 
this campaign, including gifts of cash, check, credit card, securities or real estate. You may 
also make a multi-year pledge to increase the impact of your giving. 

Planned gifts, like bequests, charitable gift annuities and trusts, or life insurance and 
retirement plans, ensure the sustainability of the ELCA ministries that mean the most to you 
beyond the life of the campaign. The ELCA Foundation can assist you in making gifts to the 
campaign through the method that best fits your wishes and financial planning needs. 

MAIL 
Make checks payable to the ELCA with the campaign priority  

(e.g., “ELCA World Hunger or “where needed most”) noted in the memo line. 
Mail checks to: ELCA, P.O. Box 71764, Chicago, IL  60694-1764.

PHONE 
Give over the phone by calling 800-638-3522.

THROUGH YOUR CONGREGATION 
Make checks payable to your congregation with “Campaign for the ELCA” and the  

campaign priority (e.g., “ELCA World Hunger or “where needed most”) in the memo line.

ONLINE 
Make a secure credit card donation by visiting www.ELCA.org/campaign.

AUTOMATIC MONTHLY GIVING 
Visit www.ELCA.org/monthlypartners to join Monthly Partners to have  

your gifts automatically debited every month.

For other ways to give, including multi-year pledges and planned gifts,  
please do not hesitate to call us at 800-638-3522, ext. 2612,  

or email us at campaignforELCA@elca.org. 
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For more information as you plan your involvement in Always Being Made New: The Campaign for  
the ELCA, please contact us at 800-638-3522, ext. 2612, or email us at campaignforELCA@elca.org.


