
Dear friend in Christ,

Each Sunday as God gathers us for worship, we are connecting with nearly 10,000 other ELCA 
congregations across the country. We gather to be nourished by word and sacrament, to remember 
and celebrate God’s love for us and to respond with our lives and our offerings. The generosity of 
our offerings is a reflection of our gratitude for God’s blessings, and our offerings then become 
a blessing to others. Our gifts first enable God’s work to be done through our congregations. The 
portion we call Mission Support moves beyond your congregation’s local community to support the 
ministries of the synod and the churchwide organization in the United States and around the world.

The Mission Support offering your congregation sends to your synod is undesignated, 
meaning it will always be spent when and where funds are needed most. These dollars 
enable the ELCA to share the good news of Jesus Christ by starting new ministries, renewing 
congregations, developing leaders, alleviating poverty, working toward justice and peace and 
partnering with churches around the world. The following pages provide information about 
how your congregation’s Mission Support dollars are used to support ELCA ministries.

Our church is engaged in a five-year, $198 million campaign to deepen relationships and 
expand ministry opportunities that serve our neighbors. Always Being Made New: The 
Campaign for the ELCA is another way that we can do more. Through the campaign, individuals, 
congregations and synods can make designated 
gifts that will expand the ELCA’s growth and 
mission capacity. Learn how your congregation 
can participate at www.ELCA.org/campaign.

I am deeply grateful for your generous Mission 
Support in 2014. As you begin planning for your 
congregation’s ministry and giving for 2015, I ask 
that you continue and grow in your generosity so that 
the entire church can benefit from your offerings. 

As I travel across this church, each week I see the 
many ways you are stewarding your gifts to love and 
serve your neighbors. This has shown me how together 
we can achieve things on a scale and a scope that 
we could never do alone. Indeed “we, who are many, 
are one body in Christ.” We are church together!

Faithfully, 

Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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