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Introducing the 2016-2017 Annual Directory!
“Our Global Church,” the annual directory
highlighting ELCA missionaries and Young Adults
in Global Mission (YAGM), the International
Women Leaders initiative, and the Global Ministry
Projects is now available to order and to share
online. We urge you to take a look and share with
others!
Within its pages, you will find stories, pictures and
information about the work that is made possible
through Global Church Sponsorship. Read about
the work that Curtis and Katie Kline are doing in
Colombia, and learn about the ways Ralen
Robinson is still unpacking the lessons she
learned as she walked alongside the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land as
a YAGM.
We invite you to use this resource. You can order
printed copies or download the digital version to
share more broadly with your network. Whether you use these stories in bulletin inserts or
share pictures of the missionaries and Young Adults in Global Mission or highlight different
missionaries and their companion churches in your prayers each week, we hope this resource
can be helpful in lifting up the incredible work and ministry that is happening around the world.

In the Rev. Rafael Malpica Padilla’s letter on Page 3 of the Annual Directory, he shares, “I
want to invite you to be part of our church’s Global Mission efforts by praying for these
missionaries and our companion churches, participating in telling the stories of what we are
doing together, and providing financial support to these women and men who have
responded to the call to ‘go and tell.’”
Thank you for the ways you already share the story of this work, and we hope this resource
helps you share it more broadly. You can order copies to be shipped to your home or church
or download an electronic copy.
International Women's Day, March 8
Congregations and individuals across the ELCA will be celebrating International Women’s

Day on March 8 by sharing stories, praying for and celebrating the achievements of women
around the world. Join us in celebrating this day, and consider making a special gift to support
the International Women Leaders initiative, which provides scholarships for women leaders to
further their education.
'Let's Go for a Run'
Zach Courter, serving as one of the YAGM country co-coordinators in Hungary for the Central
Europe program, has a goal to run 1,031 miles between Jan. 1 and the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation on Oct. 31 (10/31 – 1,031). Follow his journey and learn how his running is
helping him learn about the ways we are all witnessing God’s love around the world. Read
more in his blog, or consider supporting him in this goal by making a donation to his YAGM
fundraising page.
'You've Got a Friend in Me'
Erik Bay is serving as a YAGM in the United Kingdom and wrote a blog reflecting on the halfway point of his YAGM year. Erik writes, “So, as the realization of having under 6 months left
here settles in, I am motivated to continue walking alongside the good people of Bradford,
England. There’s still so much to learn and ways for me to grow. Indeed, there is so much for
all of us to learn and grow from.” How will you walk alongside your community in these next
six months? What are you excited to learn and grow from in the months ahead?
Support ELCA Global Church Sponsorship with your 2016 Thrivent Choice Dollars!
2016 Thrivent Choice Dollars are set to expire on March 31, and we invite you to consider
supporting the work of ELCA Global Church Sponsorship with any 2016 Thrivent Choice
Dollars you have left. Your support will ensure that we continue to be a part of ministries
around the world and will help this church continue to live out its call to be a sending church.
Give today!
To make an online gift to God's work around the world, click here. Thank you!
Download Global Links
Help people to stay informed, be inspired and get involved. Download or view the latest
edition of Global Links.

Learn more
To find out how you can sponsor a missionary or global ministry or support International Leaders through
ELCA Global Church Sponsorship, visit ELCA.org/globalchurch.
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