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A (belated) Christmas video from the Young Adults in Global Mission
program
As Christmas approached this year, the Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM)
volunteers and country coordinators worked together to create a wonderful video of
the YAGM participants reading the Christmas story from around the world. The
video highlights all of the different country programs, and in it you are able to get a
small glimpse into some of the places where our YAGM heard the Christmas story
this year.
Global Church Sponsorship Prayers for every Sunday in 2017
As we have shared in previous Global Links issues, the theme year for Always
Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA in 2017 is the Global Church.
Throughout 2017 congregations and individuals will be receiving wonderful
resources to help emphasize the ways in which the ELCA is part of ministry and
programs around the world. Consider using the Global Church Minutes this (and
every) Sunday. In this document you will find a short prayer highlighting different
ministries that the ELCA is in partnership with around the world.
When clichés come true
Micaela is a Young Adult in Global Mission volunteer serving in Argentina this
year. In her recent blog she reflected on her time in Argentina thus far, writing:
“Through these moments of intentional community, I have found myself receiving
far more from my host communities than I could ever imagine giving back to them,
and that is more valuable to me than any project I could imagine completing here. I
am not only accompanying them but they are accompanying me too, and that is
truly beautiful.” Read more from her year and learn about the ways in which
Micaela’s community has taught her the importance of relationships and “being.”
Set your calendars for March 8, 2017!
This year the ELCA will again be celebrating International Women’s Day on March

8. On this day we will be celebrating and honoring the social, economic, cultural
and political achievements of women. An International Women’s Day Booklet has
been created to help people consider the ways in which congregations and
communities can celebrate, gather together and raise support for the International
Women Leaders initiative.
Annual evaluation of diakonia in Colombia
Katie and Curtis Kline are missionaries serving in Colombia whose work relates to
promoting and protecting human rights and building peace. As most organizations
do at the end of the year, Curtis took part in the evaluation of the programs, projects
and activities that happened in 2016 through the diaconal ministry of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia. In a recent blog, Curtis shared
information about the four distinct categories for programs through the diaconal
ministry and the objectives that each program has.
Lessons in reconciliation
For the Young Adults in Global Mission volunteers who have served (and are
currently serving) in Rwanda, the Rwandan genocide and the country’s work
toward reconciliation afterward provide many lessons to the young adults. An
article in the most recent issue of Living Lutheran magazine shares some of these
lessons learned from the Lutheran Church of Rwanda and the context in which they
lived. Click here to support the YAGM program.
Give your Thrivent Choice dollars to ELCA Global Church Sponsorship
Are you a member of Thrivent and have Thrivent Choice dollars to give away?
Consider giving your Thrivent Choice dollars to ELCA Global Church Sponsorship
and support our missionaries, Young Adults in Global Mission program, the
International Women Leaders initiative and our global ministry projects around the
world.
Young Adults in Global Mission application deadline is Feb. 15
There is less than one month left for the young adults that you know to apply to the
Young Adults in Global Mission program for 2017-18. The application for the
program is open until Feb. 15. Share this link with the friends, family and loved
young adults who you know, and invite them to consider the opportunity to serve in
one of 13 countries all around the world. There is no specific qualification, degree
or skill that is required, but rather a willingness to serve and a commitment to living
in community with our companions around the world.
Give today!
To make an online gift to God's work around the world, click here. Thank you!
Download Global Links
Help people to stay informed, be inspired and get involved. Download or view the latest
edition of Global Links.

Learn more
To find out how you can sponsor a missionary or global ministry or support International Leaders through
ELCA Global Church Sponsorship, visit ELCA.org/globalchurch.
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