
Zimbabwe
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe operates four hospitals, four secondary schools and 
two religious schools. The church has also developed a Lutheran House of Studies in conjunction with the 
University. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe is training many new pastors and evangelists 
to meet the growing church’s needs. Since 2002, the church has provided HIV and AIDS care. Widespread 
malaria has negatively impacted the progress of HIV and AIDS programs, making the Lutheran malaria 
program necessary.

Zimbabwe statistics (according to World Health Organization)
•	 Population: 13.0 million; 50 percent are at high risk of contracting malaria

•	 100 percent of malaria cases in Zimbabwe are due to plasmodium falciparum (the most deadly 
strain of malaria)

•	 Number of cases of malaria: 

• 2009: 736,897

• 2010: 648,965

• 2011: 319,935

• 2012: 276,963

•	 Accurate data regarding malaria deaths in Zimbabwe is unavailable at this time.

Challenges Zimbabwe faces: 
•	 The malaria program has experienced some political challenges, but is now working with the 

Ministry of Health to implement the program

•	 72 percent of households do not yet have access to insecticide-treated mosquito nets

•	 90 percent of pregnant women are not regularly sleeping under nets

•	 Nets have sometimes been used for fishing or to keep insects away from crops, instead of malaria 
prevention 



The ELCA Malaria Campaign and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe 
are collaborating with: 

•	 Local leaders within communities

•	 The Ministry of Health and Child Welfare organizations 

•	 Churches in the community

•	 Schools

•	 Seeking partnership with Population Services International (for insect spraying and Information 
Education and Communication material distribution)

Four areas of focus for the ELCA Malaria Campaign in Zimbabwe:
Equipping the church for malaria programming 

•	 Highlighting malaria education during many church activities 

•	 Educate local health activists to in turn teach others on malaria control

•	 Equip leaders with bicycles to help with transportation challenges

Malaria prevention and control

•	 95% of the population in program areas (more than 43,000 people) are reached with messages of 
malaria awareness through community meetings, congregations, schools, household visits, events, 
and educational entertainment (drama, music, dance).

•	 Program is encouraging people to accept indoor residual spraying. Mr. Shumba, a teacher in 
Burure, said, “Before you conducted the Malaria Field Day, we used to think the indoor residual 
spaying program wasted our time, but now we know its importance. We allowed the spraying team 
to spray our houses this year.”

Treatment

•	 In Zimbabwe, malaria treatment medication and rapid diagnostic tests are provided by the Ministry 
of Health. The Lutheran malaria program educates local populations to take advantage of these 
resources.

•	 Of the 5 clinics in Hwange, 4 have shown consistent declines in number of malaria cases since the 
program began.

Sustainable livelihoods

•	 Increase access to health care by focusing on income-generating projects for households

•	 Educate parish leaders to help congregants initiate poverty alleviation projects

•	 Chicken-keeping, curio-making, selling of farming chemicals and grocery projects have started

Impact:
•	 In 2013, 43,231 people (or 95% of the population in the program area) were reached with malaria 

awareness. 

•	 Net hanging campaigns reached 11,505 people in 2013. 

•	 40 new savings and loans groups with 181 members were established in 2013. 

•	 When asked to describe malaria in the community, Shumba, a member of Burure Lutheran Parish, 
and a leader in the community, said, “The situation has drastically changed. It has improved.”


