
Zambia
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zambia 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zambia, a member of The Lutheran World Federation, is a 
young and growing church with about 5,600 members. Its 30 congregations and eight preaching points are 
served by 14 pastors (three of whom are women) and 13 evangelists. The church is committed to building 
a spiritually vibrant, self-propagating and self-reliant church dedicated to serving God and God’s people 
through preaching, teaching and service. Since 2011, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zambia and the 
Lutheran Evangelical Church in Africa have been working together to run a unified Lutheran malaria 
program in Zambia.

Zambia statistics (according to World Health Organization)
•	 Population: 13.9 million; 100 percent are at high risk of contracting malaria

•	 100 percent of malaria cases in Zambia are due to plasmodium falciparum (the most deadly 
strain of malaria)

•	 Number of cases of malaria: 

• 2009: 2,976,395

• 2010: 4,229,839

• 2011: 4,607,908

• 2012: 4,695,400

•	 Reported deaths from malaria:

• 2009: 3,862

• 2010: 4,834

• 2011: 4,540

• 2012: 3,705

Challenges Zambia faces: 
•	 36 percent of households do not yet have access to an insecticide-treated net  

•	 Nets have sometimes been used for other purposes such as covering corn after harvest or for 
wedding gowns instead of for malaria prevention



•	 Travel in Zambia is difficult; it would take two days to drive from the northern to the southern parts 
of the country

•	 In some communities, giving blood is seen as risky behavior; people fear that blood could be used 
for Satanism; blood needs to be drawn in order to diagnose malaria 

The ELCA Malaria Campaign and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zambia 
are collaborating with: 

•	 Zambia’s Ministry of Health

•	 National HIV and AIDS programs

•	 UNICEF, USAID and the Human Rights Commission  

•	 Caritas Zambia

•	 Churches Health Association in Zambia

The Lutheran malaria program in Zambia has an excellent reputation and has built strong collaboration 
with other national organizations. These strong relationships have led to increased access to resources 
such as learning materials and training.

Four areas of focus for the ELCA Malaria Campaign in Zambia:
Equipping the church for malaria programming 

•	 Providing a malaria project coordinator and field officer in congregations

•	 Instructing pastors and community educators in health care education, including malaria  
prevention and control

•	 Educating the Lutheran church in areas of communication and financial bookkeeping so they can 
qualify for additional resources

Malaria prevention and control

•	 Teaching people how to properly use and maintain mosquito nets, recognize the symptoms of 
malaria, seek diagnosis and treatment and follow through with prescribed medications

•	 Holding malaria awareness and educational workshops have been held within Lutheran 
congregations

•	 Collect data regarding malaria cases and those who attend malaria workshops

Treatment

•	 Holding multiple innovative open clinics throughout the country

• During an open clinic, health resources such as knowledgeable staff, diagnostic equipment 
and medicine are brought into communities where there is no physical clinic, dramatically 
increasing the community’s access to health care

• Many types of health care are offered during an open clinic, including reproductive health 
care, prenatal care, tuberculosis and HIV and AIDS care; education in the areas of animal 
husbandry and medical care for livestock

• Open clinics have seen more than 2,000 cases of malaria identified and treated so far

•	 The Ministry of Health in Zambia has asked the Lutheran program to roll out these Rapid 
Diagnostic Kits throughout Zambia.

• Rapid Diagnostic Kits are simple to use and very effective in diagnosing malaria.

• These kits provide microscope-free diagnosis, and help eliminate over-prescribing of malaria 
medication, helping prevent drug resistance in the malaria parasite.



Sustainable livelihoods

•	 Increasing access to health care by focusing on income-generation for households:

• Entrepreneurship education

• Bee keeping

• Pig rearing

• Rice farming

Impact:
•	 Increased numbers of households are using mosquito nets effectively, and young people have 

learned of their importance. “The malaria campaign program has really helped. There has been 
notable reduction in the burden of the disease in the area. Before the program started, people only 
slept under the nets during rainy seasons when mosquitoes are plenty. But now we all sleep under 
the nets throughout the year, and this has reduced the number of malaria cases in our village. My 
son will never go to sleep until he is covered with a mosquito net. We now know how to protect 
ourselves and we are not spending money on medicines anymore.” A mother in Simaubi, Zambia

•	 Through door-to-door campaigning and involvement of community leaders, the malaria program in 
Zambia has been able to disassociate itself with Satanism. “We thank the church for bringing this 
program to our area. Please continue with the good spirit of having a heart for the poor and those 
who cannot afford to buy medication in our area. I will make sure that the chief [leader] is aware of 
this program. So that when you come next time, all the headmen [leaders] are present and can have 
the knowledge about malaria. People were scared to have their blood tested for malaria because 
they thought that it was going to be used for Satanism. But now, after door-to-door campaigning 
and the malaria education we have had at the church, l am sure that they will be more than willing 
to be tested. I wanted to lead with a good example. This is the reason why l was the first person to 
be tested.” Principal leader from Mapanza, Zambia

•	 2950 nets were distributed to vulnerable households.


