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Lutheran World Federation in Uganda 
The Lutheran World Federation has been present in Uganda for over 30 years. The Federation’s 
Department for World Service in Uganda is dedicated to working against poverty, promoting justice and 
defending human rights. Encouraging community empowerment and self-reliance, The Lutheran World 
Federation is committed to building people’s capacity to positively change lives. The ELCA Malaria 
Campaign, working through The Lutheran World Federation, is working in the Katakwi District of 
Uganda.

Uganda statistics (according to World Health Organization)
•	 Population 36.3 million; 90 percent are at high risk of contracting malaria

•	 100 percent of malaria cases in Uganda are due to plasmodium falciparum (the most deadly strain)

•	 About half of households currently have access to mosquito nets

•	 Number of cases of malaria: 

• 2009: 9,775,318

• 2010: 11,084,045

• 2011: 11,824,484

• 2012: 10,338,093

•	 Reported deaths from malaria:

• 2009: 33,472

• 2010: 31,686

• 2011: 23,605

• 2012: 15,632

Challenges Uganda’s Katakwi District faces: 
•	 Malaria accounts for 46 percent of the disease burden in children under the age of 5.

•	 It is the number one illness and the leading cause of death for children under the age of 5 in Katakwi.

•	 The district is one of the poorest districts in 
Uganda, half the population lives on less than 
$0.80 per day.  

•	 The district is gradually recovering from the 
impact of tribal conflict and civil war. 



Challenges Uganda’s Katakwi District faces (cont’d):
•	 In Katakwi, 54 percent of residents live farther than 5 kilometers away from a formal health care 

facility, making this population more isolated from health care than the average Ugandan.

•	 At the community level, there is a lack of knowledge about symptoms and treatment of malaria. 

•	 The burden of prevention and treatment is primarily the responsibility of women, especially for 
children under 5, but women typically have limited access to family income.

The ELCA Malaria Campaign and The Lutheran World Federation in Uganda are 
collaborating with: 

•	 Local artisans supporting local advocacy campaigns

•	 Local leaders and prominent politicians to conduct community outreach

•	 Civil society organizations to conduct malaria advocacy campaigns at the sub-regional level

Four areas of focus for the ELCA Malaria Campaign in Uganda:
Equipping the church for malaria programming 

•	 60 Village Health Team members (VHTs) have been trained in malaria prevention, control and 
management as well as being equipped for data collection.

Malaria prevention and control

•	 More than 54,000 community members have been sensitized about malaria prevention and 
control.

•	 More than 200 community events have been held to promote malaria awareness through song, 
dance and drama.

•	 18 radio shows and 735 radio public service announcements have been aired to increase malaria 
awareness in and around Katakwi District.

•	 In the past year, the number of people regularly sleeping under insecticide-treated nets has 
increased from 69% to 94% in program areas.

Treatment

•	 Village Health Team members have conducted more than 200 ‘community outreaches’ with 
immediate testing and treatment for malaria at the local level.

Sustainable livelihoods

•	 Though	not	directly	a	part	of	the	malaria	project,	The	Lutheran	World	Federation	in	Uganda	also	
runs programs in the Katakwi District that support sustainable livelihoods. These programs support 
sustainable forestry and organic farming in Katakwi providing nutrition, education, support and 
counselling to orphans and vulnerable children. 

Impact:
•	 8,013 household were trained on poper net use; 9,382 nets were distributed to and 286 pregnant 

women received nets at community outreaches.

•	 Ms. Opus Getulida, from Uganda said, “The village health teams are sensitizing us on malaria 
prevention and seeking treatment. They are also visiting us to monitor how we are using our nets. 
These days we are no longer falling sick due to malaria.”


