
Nigeria
Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria 
The Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria was founded in 1913 and has grown into a thriving 
Lutheran church with nearly 3 million members in more than 2,300 congregations. Through the church, 
malaria programs supported by the ELCA are implemented in close partnerhsip with Global Health 
Ministries, a Minnesota-based Lutheran nonprofit organization that speciailizes in international health 
programming. The region of focus has a total population of 4 million people, of whom 2 million are 
members of the church.

Nigeria statistics (according to World Health Organization)
•	 Population: 169 million; 100 percent are at high risk of contracting malaria

•	 100 percent of malaria cases in Nigeria are due to plasmodium falciparum (the most deadly strain)

•	 About 40 percent of households currently have access to mosquito nets

•	 Number of cases of malaria:

• 2009: 4,295,686

• 2010: 3,873,463

• 2011: 3,392,234

• 2012: 2,087,068

•	 Reported deaths from malaria:

• 2009: 7,522

• 2010: 4,238 

• 2011: 3,353

• 2012: 7,734

Challenges Nigeria faces: 
•	 Children under 5 experience an average of three episodes of malaria each year, and half of the adults 

in Nigeria get malaria at least once a year.

•	 The supply of treated mosquito nets, malaria diagnostic kits and malaria treatment medication is 
inadequate to meet the need. 

•	 Religious and ethnic tensions in different regions 
of the country add complexity to the health care 
delivery system.

* Nigeria accounts for more than 20 percent of malaria cases in 
  the world

* Nigeria accounts for more than 30 percent of deaths from malaria  
 worldwide. In 2010, estimated deaths due to malaria totaled over  
 200,000 – but not all were reported. As a result, the number of  
 reported deaths and actual deaths from malaria vary. 



The ELCA Malaria Campaign, the Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria and Global 
Health Ministries are collaborating with: 

•	 Christian Health Association of Nigeria 

•	 Society for Family Health for training, net distribution, testing and treatment

• The programs are registered with the Ministry of Health in Nigeria and are eligible to 
receive drugs and treated nets

Areas of focus for the ELCA Malaria Campaign in Nigeria:
Equipping the church for malaria programming 

•	 The malaria program works primarily with the Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria’s women 
fellowship program, which has been an established structure within the church for 75 years. The 
program works closely with female leaders at the national, district and local levels to empower them 
in fighting against malaria in their communities.

•	 Local women are being trained to become Village Health Workers and “Mother Role Models,” teaching 
parents the skills to access appropriate health care for their children.

•	 Lutheran women are working intentionally with Muslim women in their communities, and seeking 
other ecumenical and interfaith partnerships.

•	 The Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria is working through Bronnum Seminary, which has a high 
school and a Bible school, in order to educate students on malaria. 

Malaria prevention and control

•	 The malaria program trains female leaders at the district level, and they in turn train others at 
the local level. Training includes basics of malaria: cause, control measures, prevention, treatment 
and referral of suspected cases to nearest health facility; environmental management to eliminate 
mosquito breeding grounds; and ideas for mainstreaming malaria into other community activities.

•	 Malaria prevention and control activities are being integrated into all other Lutheran-sponsored 
community health programs, including water and primary care programs. 

Treatment

•	 The	program	advocates	for	diagnosis	and	treatment	of	malaria	at	the	community	level.

•	 The	program	is	working	to	ensure	consistent	supply	of	drugs	at	Lutheran	Church	of	Christ	in	
Nigeria health facilities and many malaria cases are being referred to this health facility.

•	 Village	health	workers	are	trained	to	diagnose	and	treat	malaria	at	the	household	level,	administer	
medication to women during pregnancy and report findings via mobile phone.

Impact:
•	 247 women leaders of the church were trained on malaria prevention and control; 96 other 

community leaders were also trained. 

•	 2,748 nets have been distributed to pregnant women and mothers of under 5 children. 

•	 4700 church leaders have attended advocacy workshops. Those trained include bishops, pastors, 
evangelists, youth leaders and church administrators.

•	 More than 1,000 people have received preventive education and insecticide-treated nets from the church.


