
Namibia
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia, a member of The Lutheran World Federation, is 
located primarily in the northern part of Namibia (known as Ovamboland).  The 700,000 member church 
provides programming in congregational ministry, Christian education, mission work, HIV and AIDS 
projects and urban ministry. The malaria program is planning to operate in close partnership with HIV and 
AIDS outreach work. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia is planning to partner with the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in the Republic of Namibia and the German Evangelical Lutheran Church in implementing malaria 
programing. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia has been designated as the primary partner 
because of its presence in the northern part of Namibia where malaria is most prevalent.

Namibia statistics (according to World Health Organization)
•	 Population 2,256,000; 73 percent are at risk of contracting malaria (67 percent are at high risk)

•	 100 percent of malaria cases in Namibia are due to Plasmodium falciparum (the most deadly strain)

•	 Number of cases of malaria:

• 2009: 87,402

• 2010: 25,889

• 2011: 14,406

• 2012: 3,163

•	 Reported deaths from malaria:

• 2009: 68

• 2010: 63

• 2011: 36

• 2012: 4

Namibia’s current circumstances: 
•	 The distribution of income in Namibia is among the most inequitable in the world. This causes 

challenges not only in national development, but also has negative impacts on health. 



•	 Prolonged drought conditions have created a state of emergency across Namibia. 

•	 While drought conditions are less likely to produce areas of standing water where mosquitoes 
breed, the drought does contribute to a sharp increase in hunger and malnutrition, which leaves 
people more vulnerable to malaria. 

•	 Namibia is one of eight African countries that are on track to achieve the Millennium Development 
Goal of a 75 percent reduction of malaria cases by 2015. A strong governmental malaria program 
and the participation of many other organizations have positioned the country to strive for a 
further decrease in malaria incidences in the coming years. Lutherans are honored to be a part of 
the final push toward the 2015 goal. 

The ELCA Malaria Campaign and partner churches in Namibia plan to collaborate 
with: 

•	 Namibia’s Ministry of Health and Social Services may collaborate in: providing early diagnosis and 
prompt treatment

•	 The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia is a member of the Namibia Association of Non-
Governmental Organizations

Areas of focus for the ELCA Malaria Campaign in Namibia:
Equipping the church for malaria programming 

The program may:

•	 Train church leaders  in project implementation, management and accountability

•	 Train pastors and deacons to serve as educators and trainers on malaria prevention and control 

Malaria prevention and control

The program may:

•	 Hold community gatherings and distribute information, education, and communication materials to 
educate community members about malaria prevention and control 

•	 Engage local community radio stations and information shows to disseminate malaria messages

•	 Form 10 school-based malaria prevention clubs

•	 Distribute insecticide-treated nets to vulnerable households, together with advocacy for distribution  
during antenatal care visits

Treatment

The program may:

•	 Educate	communities	on	early	recognition	of	symptoms	and	the	need	for	proper	and	prompt	
diagnosis and treatment

•	 Collaborate	with	district	health	facilities	for	training	health	workers	on	malaria	testing	and	
treatment

•	 Educate	nursing	mothers,	pregnant	women	and	people	living	with	HIV	and	AIDS	about	malaria

•	 Advocate	to	ensure	that	resources	for	diagnosis	and	treatment	are	available	at	the	local	level.

Sustainable livelihoods

The program may:

•	 Support	income	generating	projects	to	increase	access	to	health	care	and	improve	livelihoods,	
especially in vulnerable households



Anticipated impact:
•	 The program aims to reach more than 200,000 people, helping reduce risk and vulnerability to 

malaria infection

•	 The goal of the program is that communities reduce malaria-related morbidity and mortality. This 
may be achieved through increasing organizational capacity of Lutheran churches to effectively 
respond to malaria and other social challenges; increasing community members’ knowledge, access 
and practice of malaria prevention and control methods; better access to early diagnosis and 
prompt treatment and improved socio-economic status of households.


