
Mozambique
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mozambique 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mozambique (Igreja Evangelical Luterana de Mocambique) is 
a young and growing church. Its vision is to be a well-organized and empowered organization, growing 
its members in quantity and quality and serving its members and society with love and compassion. In 
the wake of the long colonial and turbulent civil war history in Mozambique, the church is trying to help 
rebuild lives across the country.

Mozambique statistics (according to World Health Organization)
•	 Population: 25.2 million;100 percent are at high risk of contracting malaria

•	 100 percent of malaria cases in Mozambique are due to plasmodium falciparum (the most deadly 
strain of malaria)

•	 Number of cases of malaria: 

• 2009: 4,310,086

• 2010: 1,522,577

• 2011: 1,756,874

• 2012: 1,813,984

•	 Reported deaths from malaria:

• 2009: 3,747

• 2010: 3,354

• 2011: 3,086

• 2012: 2,818

Challenges Mozambique faces: 
•	 More than half of households do not yet have access to an insecticide-treated net

•	 Nets have sometimes been used for fishing instead of for malaria prevention

•	 Only 40 percent of women have access to preventative care for malaria during pregnancy 



The ELCA Malaria Campaign and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mozambique 
are collaborating with: 

•	 Other faith-based organizations (on a national level)

•	 Roll Back Malaria 

•	 PIRICOM

•	 Mozambique’s Ministry of Health and local government

•	 Community leadership 

•	 Community-based structures and committees

Four areas of focus for the ELCA Malaria Campaign in Mozambique:
Equipping the church for malaria programming 

•	 Equipping staff capacity by hiring a malaria program coordinator and two field officers 

•	 Training the church in finance so they can be more accurate and transparent in recordkeeping

•	 Identifying needs and resources in communities around malaria control

•	 Training church leaders on malaria prevention so that they can train others to become malaria
prevention experts

•	 Providing technical support to help the church with disaster preparedness, HIV and AIDS
and cholera

•	 Equipping leaders with bicycles to help with transportation challenges

•	 Linking malaria prevention, control and treatment with sustainable livelihood by supporting 
community projects

•	 Addressing behaviour change with communication and programming

•	 Training and revitalizing community support structures (committees)

Malaria prevention and control

•	 Conducting awareness training programs in three key areas where the Lutheran church is already 
     active within the communities

•	 Distributing education materials and programs that teach people how to properly use and maintain
mosquito nets, recognize the symptoms of malaria, seek diagnosis and treatment and follow through
with prescribed medications

•	 Identifying the root causes of malaria transmission through health and hygiene education 

•	 Providing key messages of behavior change through door-to-door campaigns 

•	 Targeting children under five, pregnant mothers and elderly women

•	 Strengthening partnerships and collaboration ecumenically 

Treatment

•	 Supplying clinics with enough anti-malarial medications to treat all confirmed cases

•	 Mobilizing congregations and surrounding communities to seek help within 24 hours of having 
symptoms of malaria for diagnosis and treatment

•	 Educating and preparing pregnant mothers to receive treatment during their pregnancy

•	 Advocating with government to provide specialized health staff to the clinics

•	 Advocating with the government to provide health staff to clinics and testing in remote areas



Sustainable livelihoods

•	 Increasing access to health care by focusing on income-generating projects for households

•	 Supporting households through possible projects including farming, pottery and raising animals

•	 Training on record-keeping and business practices

Impact:
•	 The clinic in Namina, Mozambique, reports that cases of malaria have dropped 43 percent during 

the first year of the malaria program (from 1,982 cases in the first half of 2011 to 1,129 cases in the 
first half of 2012). 

•	 The local government in the Namina district has appreciated the success of the Lutheran program 
and is requesting that the Lutheran malaria staff train the local government staff on malaria 
prevention

•	 The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mozambique has 97 community activists who are being trained 
to add malaria education as one of their responsibilities. Joaquin Cardoso, one of the community 
health workers, is married and he and his wife have five children. Joaquim recalls with sadness and 
pain how his own child died of malaria. He now tells others, “I have learned not to wait until it is too 
late to take a sick person for testing and treatment – they must go within 24 hours!”On home visits, 
Joaquim and other health workers in his district use a song in their native language to teach their 
neighbors that malaria is preventable.

•	 1905 people were reached by malaria education prevention campaigns during the 4th quarter 2013. 

•	 Martinho Lutero Clinic reported no deaths among the under five children, reflecting an increase 
prompt treatment.




