
Malawi
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi is equipping congregations in rural and urban areas 
along Lake Malawi, in the lower valley where malaria cases are higher and has a special focus on 
hard-to-reach areas. 

Malawi statistics (according to World Health Organization)
•	 Population: 15.9 million; 100 percent are at high risk of contracting malaria

•	 100 percent of malaria cases in Malawi are due to plasmodium falciparum (the most deadly strain 
of malaria)

•	 About half of households currently have nets

•	 Number of cases of malaria: 

• 2009: 6,183,816

• 2010: 6,851,108

• 2011: 4,942,496

• 2012: 3,659,565

•	 Reported deaths from malaria:

• 2009: 8,915

• 2010: 8,206

• 2011: 6,674

• 2012: 5,516

Challenges Malawi faces: 
•	 Only about half of households in Malawi have access to an insecticide-treated mosquito nets. There 

are misconceptions, knowledge gaps and misbeliefs in the use of mosquito nets. 

•	 About one-third of women have access to malaria prevention medication during pregnancy due to 
misconceptions and long distances to the health facilities.

•	 Only about 10 percent of at-risk households are currently protected with indoor residual spraying.

•	 Malawi is experiencing an acute drug shortage 
nationally and this has affected treatment. The 
fuel crisis has also created logistical and drug 
distribution challenges. 



The ELCA Malaria Campaign and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi 
are collaborating with: 

•	 National Malaria Control Program for strategic direction 

•	 Population Service International for advocacy 

•	 Plan Malawi helping with community-based monitoring of malaria

•	 District health offices (government and private) in providing malaria health services

Four areas of focus for the ELCA Malaria Campaign in Malawi:
Equipping the church for malaria programming 

•	 Training church leaders across the country in malaria prevention and control

•	 Training 25 community-based educators and congregational committees in malaria prevention 
and control and program evaluation techniques 

Malaria prevention and control

•	 Conducting awareness programs, focused on malaria prevention, control and treatment by 
community-based educators and health assistants

•	 During home visits, educators teach neighbors about nets, malaria medication, prevention of 
malaria in pregnancy, indoor spraying of insecticides and environmental management

•	 Holding workshops are held for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi leadership, members 
and surrounding communities

Treatment

•	 Distributing stocks of malaria medications to government and private health centers in the 
impacted area

Sustainable livelihoods

•	 Increasing access to health care by focusing on income-generation for households

• 120 savings and loans groups with 2360 members were formed

•	 Coaching and mentoring members in the following areas: 

• Savings, credit and income generating activities

• Malaria-related social issues within the family and community

Impact:
•	 Judith Jere, coordinator of the Lutheran Malaria program in Malawi, says, “The changes are quite 

tremendous and very significant ones.  The campaign is doing wonders. It’s like a miracle. You 
know, at first many children were dying. But now the mortality rate has reduced significantly, and 
we’re very proud about what ELCA is doing with our church.  Everybody is excited. Everywhere 
you go, when you talk about the Malaria Campaign, women are just dancing and singing, because 
so many lives are being saved, especially among the young children.”

•	 1,888 nets were distributed to children under five years


