
Angola
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Angola 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Angola (Igreja Evangelical Luterana de Angola) has nearly 
30,000 members. The Lutheran church has many ministry programs along with malaria work that are 
helping address local needs such as education, human rights promotion, agriculture training, HIV and AIDS 
education, drought relief and literacy. 

Angola statistics (according to World Health Organization)
•	 Population 20.8 million; 100 percent are at high risk of contracting malaria

•	 100 percent of malaria cases in Angola are due to plasmodium falciparum (most deadly strain)

•	 Number of cases of malaria: 

• 2009: 2,221,076

•	 2010: 2,783,619

• 2011: 2,534,549

• 2012: 1,496,834 

•	 Reported deaths from malaria:

• 2009: 10,530

• 2010: 8,114

• 2011: 6,909

• 2012: 5,736

Challenges Angola faces: 
•	 About two-thirds of the households do not yet have access to an insecticide-treated mosquito nets

•	 Nets have sometimes been used for fishing or making bridal veils instead of for malaria prevention

•	 Only one-quarter of pregnant women have access to preventative care for malaria 

•	 Making available a supply of affordable malaria medication for clinics can be difficult

•	 Malaria treatment has sometimes been associated with negative stigmas such as witchcraft



ELCA Malaria Campaign and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Angola are 
collaborating with: 

•	 The Ministry of Health in Angola

•	 Local and traditional leaders

Four areas of focus for the ELCA Malaria Campaign in Angola:
Equipping the church for malaria programming 

•	 Training the church in finance so they can be more accurate and transparent in recordkeeping and 
are able to receive resources 

•	 Identifying community needs around malaria control 

•	 Training church and community leaders on malaria prevention so that they can train others to 
become malaria prevention experts

Malaria prevention and control

•	 Conducting awareness training programs in three key areas where the Lutheran church is active

•	 Distributing education materials and programs to teach people how to properly use and maintain 
mosquito nets, recognize the symptoms of malaria, seek diagnosis and treatment and follow 
through with prescribed medications 

Treatment

•	 Working with clinics and hospitals to make medication supplies available

Sustainable livelihoods

•	 Increasing	access	to	health	care	by	focusing	on	income-generating	projects	for	households	such	as	
sewing and gardening projects

Impact:
•	 Education programs have led people to welcome and accept the government’s indoor spraying of 

mosquitos

•	 People have learned that malaria is treatable and curable, and are seeking treatment as soon as 
symptoms appear instead of waiting until it is too late

•	 Communities have become committed to environmental management and the reduction of 
mosquito breeding grounds

•	 As understanding of malaria as a medical condition grows, it is no longer commonly associated 
with negative stigmas such as witchcraft

•	 “Before the malaria program came into our community, we used to think that the nets were 
designed for fishing. After the malaria awareness campaign, we learned that we should no longer 
use the nets for fishing but for protecting ourselves from getting malaria. Now we understand that 
the mosquito nets have to be used properly, so that we may be prevented from getting malaria.” - A 
community member participating in Lutheran Malaria program in Angola


