
RENEWAL IN EVERY SEASON
While certain times throughout this year (2015) lend themselves more strongly to a focus on 
themes of congregational growth and renewal, every season of the church year resonates with 
these themes because we are always being made new.

Sundays after Epiphany: We meet Jesus as he 
comes to understand his mission. We are united in 
this mission for the sake of the world. The light of 
Christ shines in places known and unknown. Our 
gifts will enable mission in new and renewed ways. 

Lent and The Three Days: Unless a seed falls 
to the earth and dies, it cannot live. What in your 
congregation and in the church has to die so that 
new life springs forth? A focus on our baptismal 
identities reminds us that people of varying 
abilities and disabilities make up Christ’s body. 

Easter: We walk by faith and not by sight. We pray 
the new life in Christ, though perhaps not seen, will 
awaken faith. How do we move ahead when we can’t 
see where our visions are leading? By faith alone 
that Christ walks with us and promises peace.

Sundays after Pentecost (summer): During the 
early summer months, the epistle texts of the Revised 
Common Lectionary come from 2nd Corinthians. 
“We do not proclaim ourselves but Christ” begins this 
series. While summer scheduling can be challenging, 
these passages might lead into conversations 
or preaching connected to the campaign. 

Sundays after Pentecost (autumn): The fall has 
traditionally been a time focused on stewardship. 
This fall’s Gospel texts from Mark’s Gospel challenge 
what we mean by stewardship and renewal: Are 
we giving for our own gain or giving out of love 
of God and neighbor? How does stewardship 
relate to the healing stories we will encounter? 
Reformation Sunday in late October lends itself to 
themes of congregational mission and renewal.

Advent: Waiting for birth and renewal can be 
difficult. The season of Advent could be time focused 
less on the “doing” of renewal and more on the 
“being:” How can postures of prayer and humility 
open us to what the Spirit is preparing among us? 
Can we bring a sense of expectation, trusting that 
God is at work even when we least expect it?

Christmas: God comes to us as Emmanuel, God with 
us. God’s presence is revealed in all of creation and 
in us as creatures made in God’s image. How can we 
see the gift of God through the differing capabilities 
of others? When planning Christmas worship 
and worship at all times, are you attentive to the 
accessibility and hospitality of your space  
and practices?

Worship Resources 
When God’s people gather for worship in  
Jesus’ name, the Spirit of God is at work. 

We may not always perceive how God is at work, but we pray for discernment as the church. 
Throughout the ELCA, new congregations are springing forth; existing congregations are 
asking how to be renewed and included in this renewal is more focused attention on our 
ministries for those with disabilities.

As congregations lift up these three areas of renewal—ELCA New Congregations, Renewing 
Congregations and Disability Ministries—how might these themes find a place in worship?

I am about to do a  
new thing; now it 
springs forth, do  
you not perceive it?

Isaiah 43:19



LITANIES
Consider using this litany with a refrain from Psalm 139:14 as part of a Thanksgiving for 
Baptism (see ELW p. 97), inserting it after the invocation and before the presiding minister 
invites the assembly to give thanks. This may also be used as part of a service of healing.

You who created us knit us together in our mother’s womb. 

We thank you, O God, for we are marvelously made.

Young and old, strong and weak, people with differing abilities, all are created in the image of God. 

We thank you, O God, for we are marvelously made.

Each of us has different gifts to share in the ministry of the church.

We thank you, O God, for we are marvelously made.

In Christ, our weakness becomes strength and our imperfections become a means for God’s power to be revealed. 

We thank you, O God, for we are marvelously made.

By water and word, each of us is raised to new life and called to proclaim the good news of God in word and deed. 

We thank you, O God, for we are marvelously made.

The following gathering litany may be especially appropriate on Pentecost or Reformation Day,  
as well as any Sunday your congregation is focusing on new and renewing congregations.

God gathers us together today with every community seeking renewal and new life around the globe,  
uniting us as one people celebrating God’s gift of resurrection.

The Spirit of God is renewing the church! 

Where mission developers and missionaries are sharing the gospel in new contexts, 

the Spirit of God is renewing the church!  

Where we have not yet begun to share the good news,

the Spirit of God is renewing the church! 

Where congregations are discerning new directions and praying for hope, 

the Spirit of God is renewing the church! 

Where congregations are struggling to see a way forward, searching for vision and purpose,

the Spirit of God is renewing the church! 

Here, today, God breathes life into us, 

the Spirit of God is renewing the church! 



HYMN SUGGESTIONS
ELW

401 Gracious Spirit, Heed our Pleading

524 What is this Place

576 We All Are One in Mission

633 We’ve Come This Far by Faith

641 All Are Welcome

670 Build Us Up, Lord

729 The Church of Christ, in Every Age

771 God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens

798 Will You Come and Follow Me

PETITIONS
One of the following petitions may be included within your Prayers of Intercession 
throughout the year, as appropriate.

God of our journeys, you led your people through the wilderness to a new beginning. Lead us now into cre-
ative possibilities for ministry. Help us to trust you when we cannot see the way ahead. Teach us to see your 
presence with us in the midst of the transformation.
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

OR Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Light of all nations, you reveal your love to all peoples. Inspire us with your Spirit to share that love with 
others. Guide the work of mission developers and new congregations as they seek to be the light of Christ in 
their communities.
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

OR Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Crucified and Risen One, by your death and resurrection you transform our lives and our ministries. Accom-
pany mission redevelopers and renewing congregations in their struggles, that your new life might spring 
forth.
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

OR Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Gracious creator, you call us to love and serve one another. Open our hearts and our doors to receive with joy 
the ministry of people living with disabilities. Strengthen the witness of your church by our shared procla-
mation of your love.
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

OR Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of grace, help churchwide, synodical and congregational disability ministries to grow and thrive. Lead 
us all to respect the dignity of people living with disabilities, and give strength, courage and wisdom to those 
who support them.
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

OR Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



T H E  C A M PA I G N  F O R  T H E  E VA N G E L I C A L  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  I N  A M E R I C A

CHURCH IN THE WORLD
As your congregation considers other ways to support The Campaign for the ELCA, consider 
learning more about ELCA New Congregations, Renewing Congregations and Disability 
Ministries by visiting www.ELCA.org/campaign.

You might be in contact with a mission developer/redeveloper in your own synod or 
neighboring synod during this year. Could they come to your congregation and share the 
work they are doing on behalf of the church in the world?

For groups considering more intentionally what it means to be welcoming to people living 
with disabilities, a first resource would be the ELCA website and its Frequently Asked 
Questions: “How can our worship services be more welcoming to people with disabilities?” 
and “How can we make our worship space more accessible?”  
Visit www.ELCA.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Worship/FAQ.
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