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Characteristics of Full Communion

For the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the characteristics of full communion are
theological and missiological implications of the Gospel that allow variety and flexibility.
These characteristics stress that the church act ecumenically for the sake of the world, not
for itself alone. They will include at least the following, some of which exist at earlier
stages:

o acommon confessing of the Christian faith;

e amutual recognition of Baptism and a sharing of the Lord's Supper, allowing for joint
worship and an exchangeability of members;

o amutual recognition and availability of ordained ministers to the service of all
members of churches in full communion, subject to the disciplinary regulations of
other churches;

e acommon commitment to evangelism, witness, and service;
e ameans of common decision making on critical common issues of faith and life;
» amutual lifting of any condemnations that exist between churches.
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