
How the ELCA is engaged in migration: 

 Advocating for the safety of children and families 

 Expanding ways congregations can get involved 

 Funding legal access for children 

 Engaging partners 

 Working together as a church for next steps 

 Honoring our historical relationships in the region 

 Funding partners for safe repatriation/addressing root causes 

 Collaborating ecumenically  

Last year, almost 70,000 children and 70,000 families fled to the United States, most from Honduras, El 

Salvador and Guatemala. While the number of unaccompanied children had increased steadily since 2012, 

the number of mothers with their children that made the treacherous trip through Mexico increased sharply 

from one year to another. The forced displacement of these communities hit close to home for the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), which has historical and personal connections with them 

through our companion synods.  

In February 2015, a delegation of ELCA staff visited the region to hear firsthand why so many are forced to 

leave their communities and how our Lutheran companion churches are affected by these conditions. The 

delegation heard numerous stories of children and mothers fleeing due to violence, poverty and lack of 

opportunities. These testimonies confirmed the results from studies by the U.N. High Commissioner for 

Refugees and the U.S. Government Accountability, which cite brutal and targeted violence as a principal  

reason for migration out of Central America. Lutheran churches in the region have seen this violence worsen 

and frequently witness their young leaders being forced to flee their communities.  

Ensuring the safety and humanity of children and families does not stop at any geographical border. As 

brothers and sisters in Christ, the ELCA is called to bear witness to the conditions affecting so many 

communities and work to find solutions that will acknowledge the humanity in all of God’s children.  

ELCA Advocacy is an integral part of raising and unifying the voices of ELCA congregants, partners, children 

and families, and Lutheran churches in Central America to ask for the safety and protection of all our 

brothers and sisters.  

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
Addressing migration with efficiency and 

compassion for our neighbors 

Take action now! www.ELCA.org/advocacy          ELCA Advocacy          @ELCAadvocacy 

122 C Street NW, Suite 125, Washington, DC, 20001 - washingtonoffice@elca.org 

Our Lutheran voice 

“Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.”   

— Romans, 13:8 

Jesus professed love for our neighbors as a fundamental reflection of our own identity. The ELCA is a 

church with migrant roots that recognizes we are all made in God’s image and have the right to dignity 

and respect. In our social message on immigration, the ELCA declares that, “The presence of newcomers 

in our church and society … deepens our belief that ‘all people are God’s creatures, sinners for whom 

Christ died,’ and call for respect of the human dignity of all.” 

http://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/documents/FINAL%20Draft%20CBP%20FY14%20Report_20141218.pdf
http://unhcrwashington.org/children
http://unhcrwashington.org/children
http://www.gao.gov/assets/670/668750.pdf
http://www.elca.org/advocacy


ELCA Advocacy addresses: 

Root causes of migration 

Addressing the increased forced displacement of children and families arriving in the United States 

effectively and responsibility can only be done by focusing on the root causes forcing people to flee. As 

children of God,  all people deserve a unified family, food on their tables, and safe homes no matter their 

geographical location. We advocate for U.S. policies that honor the humanity and voices of our Central 

American brothers and sister. 

Migrants in-transit 

Children and families from Central America flee their communities to find safety and hope for a better 

future. In their journey, they face drug traffickers, corrupt law-enforcement agents, and miles of dangerous 

terrain. With support from the United States, all three countries have increased border and migration 

enforcement without also ensuring that those in fear of returning to their country are safe. We advocate for 

enforcing international, regional and national laws that exist to protect children and people fleeing 

persecution.  

Migrants in the United States 

The United States has a long history of protecting vulnerable people seeking safety and calling on other 

countries to protect those fleeing danger. However, children and families forcibly displaced from Central 

America encounter detention, lack of appropriate legal representation, and the uncertainty of not 

knowing whether they will be returned to a dangerous situation. Family unification and the safety of 

children are basic values  the U.S. government must uphold in its immigration policies. We collaborate with 

U.S. partners to advocate for fair and compassionate policies toward vulnerable migrants, children and 

families. 

Learn more: 

ELCA “Message on Immigration”: http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/

ImmigrationSM.pdf?_ga=1.125555021.631325923.1417710930 

ELCA social statement: “For Peace in God's World”: http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%

20Repository/PeaceSS.pdf?_ga=1.192655725.631325923.1417710930 

ELCA social policy resolution: “Toward Compassionate, Just, and Wise Immigration Reform”: http://

www.lirs.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/

ELCASTATEMENTELCATOWARDCOMPASSIONATEJUSTWISEIMMIGRATIONREFORM.pdf 

Department of Homeland Security. CBP Border Security Report. (2014): http://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/

files/documents/FINAL%20Draft%20CBP%20FY14%20Report_20141218.pdf 

Increase in deportations information: http://www.wola.org/commentary/

mexican_government_releases_new_figures  

Violence in Central America: http://www.seguridadjusticiaypaz.org.mx/biblioteca/prensa/summary/5-

prensa/199-the-50-most-violent-cities-in-the-world-2014 
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