
STORY PEOPLE 
Materials Needed:

 Reproducible Story Person template can be
      found on the other side of this page

 Glue

 Scraps of cloth

 Crayons, markers, or colored pencils

Instructions: 

Print out these Story People back-to-back, so there is 
a Story Person outline on one side, and the person’s 
photo and story on the other side. Heavier paper or 
cardstock will produce sturdier Story People. Copy 
enough Story People so that each participant can 
have one. Ask participants to decorate the blank 
side of their Story Person, gluing on pieces of cloth, 
ribbon for clothing and drawing in faces. After the 
participants have finished clothing and decorating 
their Story Person, read some of the vignettes. 
Explain that each Story People is a real person who 
is benefitting from the ELCA Malaria Campaign 
in some way. Consider using these decorated 
Story People to greet worshipers in the pews on 
Sunday, or send them home with participants.

ACTiViTY



I am Solomon.
I am 3 years old and I live in 
Malawi. When I was a baby, 

I would get malaria a lot 
and go to the hospital often. 
People even started calling 
me “Alinafe,” which is the 

name of the hospital where 
my mother would take me. 
My mother joined a group 
that helped her learn how 

to stop malaria and keep me 
healthy. Now, I sleep under 
a mosquito net, and I don’t 
get malaria anymore. And 
people have even started 

calling me Solomon again!





I am Miriam.
I live in Zimbabwe and I am 

10 years old. I like to sing 
songs and write poems. 

This year at my school, we 
learned songs that teach us 
about malaria. I also wrote 

a poem about malaria, and I 
read it to the whole school. 
When my brother became 

sick with chills and a fever, I 
told my mother that he might 
have malaria, because I had 
learned about it in school. 

Now we all know more 
about staying healthy. 





I am Innocent.
I live in Zambia. I am 4 
months old, and I was 

born healthy. When my 
mother was pregnant 

with me, she took some 
medicine so that she 

would not become sick 
from malaria. Thanks to 
the malaria program, I 
was born healthy, and 
we still sleep under a 

mosquito net every night.





I am Maddie.
I am 8 years old and I live 
in Washington. I learned 

about malaria at church and 
I decided to do something 

about it. So my Sunday school 
friends and I became the 

“noisy can kids.” Every Sunday 
at worship, we shake our tin 
cans and ask members of the 
congregation to donate their 

coins. I write an article for 
the church newsletter every 
month so people know how 

we’re doing in the fight against 
malaria. One Sunday, we 

hosted coffee hour and made a 
big cake with a mosquito on it! 





I am Stella.
I am a nurse in Malawi. I used 

to see many people come to 
the clinic who were sick with 
malaria. Most of these people 
were little children, under the 
age of 5. Sometimes, I would 

see 500 people with malaria in 
one month. Lately, people have 
been able to protect themselves 

from malaria with bed nets, 
medicine and education. Last 
month, there were only 160 
people with malaria in my 

village. This is still too many, 
but we are happy that fewer 

people are getting sick.





We are Brad, 
Scott and Ethan.
We are high school students 
from Iowa. We wanted to use 
our summer vacation to help 

people who have malaria. 
So we spent three weeks 

running across the whole 
state of Iowa, and talking to 
people about malaria and 

the ELCA Malaria Campaign. 
And those people donated 

thousands of dollars to 
help people in Africa buy 

mosquito nets and medicine! 





I am Shumba.
I live in Zimbabwe and I am 
a leader in my community. 

My wife and my three 
children have all been sick 

with malaria. They had high 
fevers. When they were sick, 
my wife would be unable to 

work. My children had to stay 
home from school for many 
days. They could not run or 
play. Through the malaria 

program, we learned that a 
high fever is a sign of malaria. 

Now we know to visit the 
hospital whenever the fever 

returns. We are healthier now.





I am Juma.
I live in Mozambique. I 

received a grant from the 
malaria program to buy 
some pottery equipment 

and start a small business. 
I make and sell pots with 
lids, so that mosquitoes 
cannot lay eggs inside. I 

make water jugs with filters, 
so that the water is safe to 
drink. With my pots and 

jugs, I make money for my 
family and I help keep my 
community healthy and 
protected from malaria.





I am Agrippa.
I live in the Central African 
Republic. I am 2 years old. 
I became sick with malaria 

many times. Once, my 
family even feared that 
I would die. Luckily, my 

mother took me to the doctor 
where I was able to have a 

special treatment to remove 
malaria from my body. 
This visit to the hospital 

saved my life. Now I am a 
healthy and growing boy!





I am Allison.
I’m 5 years old and I’m from 

Iowa. At church I learned 
that children in Africa are 
dying from malaria! So I 

decided to host a lemonade 
stand after worship one 

Sunday. I made a sign that 
says “Allison’s Lemonade 

Stand. Malaria Stinks.” 
And people came by and 
bought lemonade, and I 

donated that money to the 
ELCA Malaria Campaign. 

We raised $231.02!





I am Phillip.
I live in Zimbabwe. I received 

a grant from the malaria 
program to help me start 

a shop that sells bug spray 
and special candles that 

keep mosquitoes away. I use 
the money I make with my 
job to buy healthy food and 
supplies for my family, like 

mosquito nets. The bug spray 
and candles that I sell at my 

shop also help my whole 
community to stay healthy 

and protected from malaria.




