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DAY 4 together we can do more

[Marla and Plasmo walk on stage completely tied up in string]

      Opening Skit: together
     Bible Adventure: where two or three are Gathered

Marla:  Help, help, I’m all tied up!

Leader: Hey, Marla, what happened to you? [Goes over 
and helps to untie them; Plasmo hisses]

Marla:  Well, I’ve been thinking a lot about what we 
talked about yesterday, about how everyone all 
over the world can make a difference in fighting 
malaria [Plasmo hisses]. And it got me thinking 
about what I could do. So I thought I could give 
some money, but I looked in my potato-bug 
bank and I only had thirty-seven cents.

Leader: Pardon me a second, your potato-bug bank? 
Don’t you mean a piggy bank?

Marla:  No, pigs are way too big! That would be as big as 
a house! Piggy bank, that’s crazy!

Leader: Oh, I guess, relatively. Anyway, you were 
saying?

Marla:  Right, so I looked in my potato-bug bank, 
but I only had thirty-seven cents, so that 
didn’t really help much. And then I thought 
well, I could make a sign that would teach 
people about the ELCA Malaria Campaign 
and how they can get involved, but I’m 
not really good at spelling, because we 
don’t learn spelling at mosquito school.

Leader: And what do you learn at mosquito school?

Marla:  Oh, you know, buzzing, flying, swimming 
in stagnant water, stuff like that. Actually, 
[proudly] I was captain of the flying team at my 
school! And I got straight A’s in buzzing. I am a 
really good buzzer, want to hear? BUZZZZZZZ!

Leader: You are a good buzzer!

Marla:  I am, but I’m not good at spelling, so I couldn’t 
make a sign. And then I thought I’d draw a 
picture and hang it up with this string, but then 
I got all tangled up and [sighs], then you found 
me. So now I don’t know what to do. I just don’t 
think I’ll be able to do anything to help the ELCA 
Malaria Campaign!

Leader: Actually, that sounds like a lot you 
could do! The problem is you’re trying 
to do it all by yourself. But if we all 
work together, I think you’ve got the 
makings of a great project there.

Marla:  Really?

Leader: Yes! Thirty-seven cents may not 
seem like a lot, but if all of us gave 
thirty-seven cents, it would add up 
quickly. And you may not be very 
good at spelling, but I bet one of 
these children is. [To the audience] 
Are any of you good at writing or 
spelling? Could you help Marla make 
a sign? [To Marla] See, any of those 
children could help. And because 
you’re good at flying and buzzing 
you could fly up to hang it up and 
you could attract people’s attention 
to the sign by buzzing. And that’s 
something that none of us could do.

Marla:  You really think so?

Leader: I do! Today we’re going to hear a 
story all about some people who 
wanted to take their friend to be 
healed by Jesus, but they couldn’t get 
through the crowd. So they all worked 
together and their friend got healed. 
Jesus even said, “For where two or 
three are gathered in my name ...”

Marla:  “I am there among them!” Wow, 
that’s some pretty great news. 
I’m glad I don’t have to do it all on 
my own, but I have all of you to 
help! I’m going to rush off right 
now and practice my flying and 
buzzing! [Marla and Plasmo exit]
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DAY 4together we can do more

      Opening Skit: together

LESSON FOCUS:
When their friend was paralyzed, this group of friends brought him to Jesus so 
Jesus could heal him. Like these friends, we too can join with other friends in our 
communities and around the world to help bring healing.

MEMORY VERSE:
Matthew 18:20 “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.”

GATHER:
Write down the Bible Memory Verse and post it in a visible location in the room. As the 
children come in, invite them to sit in a circle. Welcome them and invite them to share 
what they remember of today’s memory verse. Affirm all answers, then direct their 
attention to the sign and have everyone read it together.

What are some communities that you are a part of? Families, church groups, sports 
teams, friends, etc.

Do you experience God’s love through these groups? How?

OPEN THE BIBLE:

Our Bible story today is about how a group of friends helped their sick friend get 
better by bringing him to Jesus. Read Mark 2:3-12. 

What was keeping their friend from being healed and what did the friends do to 
help him? There was a big crowd around Jesus, but the friends lowered him through a 
hole in the roof.

Have you ever helped a friend who needed you? Has a friend ever helped you? 
How did it feel to get help? How did it feel to give help? 

Yesterday we talked about being a part of a global family. Do you remember some 
ways we help our global family? Some ways our global family helps us?

Bible Text: Mark 2:3-12

     Bible Adventure: where two or three are Gathered
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DAY 4 together we can do more

     Bible Adventure: where two or three are gathered (continued)

APPLY THE SCRIPTURE:

Invite the children to think of some activities that need two or more people. Tag 
or Duck-Duck-Goose are examples that work well. Have the children describe 
the rules of the game. Now invite the children to spread out and try to work out 
how to play the game by themselves. Was it fun? Now have them pair up and try 
again. More or less fun? Finally, play a few rounds with the whole group. Why 
was it better with everyone together? Apply it to the ELCA Malaria Campaign. 
What could each of them accomplish individually? (Highlight that each child 
CAN make a difference individually.) How about when they all work together? 
How about when the whole ELCA works together? How about when the whole 
world works together?

SEND:

Invite the children to sit back down in a circle. Lead a brief review. What did they 
learn about today? What was the memory verse? What does it mean to them to 
be part of a global family? How does the family support them, and how do they 
support the family?

CLOSING PRAYER:

Dear Jesus, thank you for always being with us, when we are alone  
and when we gather together with others. Thank you especially for  
the communities who help us know you better. Amen.
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MORE TEAM-BUILDING 
ACTIVITIES
No materials required!

1. HUMAN KNOT: Participants stand in a circle. Using 
their right hands first, they join hands with someone in 
the circle who is NOT standing right next to them. Then 
using their left hands, they join hands with a different 
person. The team then works together to untangle the 
knot, without letting go of each other’s hands. This is a 
good exercise for teamwork and communication. 

2. TEAM MACHINE: Divide children into teams of four 
or five. Assign each team a familiar machine to “build” 
using their bodies — each kid plays one part of the 
machine. Suggestions: a washing machine, car, vacuum 
cleaner, toaster, laptop computer, alarm clock, etc. Give 
them a few minutes to talk with each other and decide 
what to do. Then have each team build their machine, 
and let the other teams guess what it is!

3. LINE-UP ACTIVITY: Have participants line up in a 
straight line. Then ask them to rearrange themselves 
in a line in order of their birthdays (month and day). 
They need to do this without saying a word! They will 
find creative ways to express themselves, including 
sign language and nudges. Variations could be 
lining up in alphabetical order by first name or by 
height. For additional difficulty or for older children, 
some participants can be blindfolded. This exercise 
emphasizes teamwork and communication.

 
PROCESSING THE ACTIVITY: 
What made these activities more difficult? What made 
them easier? How did you communicate with each other 
at first? How did your communications change as the 
activities went along? How do you use teamwork to solve 
problems in your life? How is the ELCA Malaria Campaign 
an example of teamwork?

GATHER:
Invite the children to share what they’ve learned so far. See if anyone remembers the names of the 
countries where the ELCA Malaria Campaign is at work and can locate them on the map.

Today the focus is on helping the children see what they can accomplish when they work together.

WEB-BUILDING ACTIVITY
Materials Needed:

  Large ball of yarn

  Inflated balloons 

Instructions:

One participant holds on to the end of the yarn, 
and then throws the ball of yarn to another 
person (while continuing to hold on!). The 
second person holds on to the yarn and throws 
the ball to a third person not the person right 
next to them. At this point, a web has begun to 
form but it is very sparse — it should just be a 
V-shape. 

Ask the children if the web is strong enough to 
hold up the balloons — it isn’t; the balloons all 
slip through the cracks and float to the ground. 
Continue to build the web by having each 
participant hold on to the yarn and pass the ball 
to another person in the circle. Eventually the 
web is dense enough to hold up the balloons. 
The lesson of this activity is that when more 
people work together, the work gets easier. 

Add a layer of complexity by giving the group 
more complex instructions like “use your web 
to move the balloon into this bucket” or “keep 
multiple balloons in the air simultaneously,” to 
encourage even more teamwork.

PROCESSING THE ACTIVITY: 
Why weren’t you able to hold the balloon the 
first time you tried? What made it possible to 
move the balloon? What was difficult about this 
activity? What was easy?

DAY 4together we can do more

Malaria Mayhem

Activities
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VILLAGE MURAL 
Note: If you are reading Mimi’s Village 
during Snack and Story time on Days 
1-3, you may choose not to create 
an additional mural. You can do the 
dioramas instead!

Materials Needed:

  Large strip of butcher paper

  Markers

Instructions:

Have the children work together to 
create a mural depicting an African 
village. What’s the layout of the village? 
What do the houses look like? Where is 
the water source, the school, medical 
clinic? As you discuss all the various 
parts, talk about how the ELCA Malaria 
Campaign and ELCA World Hunger 
are supporting efforts in all these 
areas (providing clean drinking water, 
agriculture projects with ELCA World 
Hunger, medical clinics and providing 
bed nets, medicine and community 
education around malaria and other 
diseases). An alternative would be 
to make a very simple village and 
keep the component pieces separate. 
Throughout the week or as money 
is raised, you could attach the other 
pieces (wells, school, clinic, etc.) as a 
way to track progress.

DAY 4 together we can do more

THROUGH  
THE ROOF  
DIORAMA
Materials Needed:

  Shoebox or cardboard box  
(one per child, or one per  
small group)

  Reproducible template

  Scissors

  Markers

  Glue

  Yarn

Instructions:

1. Color the template of the paralyzed man, Jesus, the 
crowd and the friends

2. Cut the figures out

3. Cut a hole in the side of the shoebox for the paralyzed 
man to be lowered through

4. Glue the figures into the shoebox

5. Glue yarn to the corners of the paralyzed man figure and 
attach the yarn to the underside of the cut out, so that he 
is being “lowered” to Jesus

6. Add any additional details that you wish!

	  

ELCA MALARIA  
CAMPAIGN DIORAMA 
Materials Needed:

  Shoebox
  Blank Paper
  Scissors
  Markers

  Glue

Instructions:

Follow the instructions for the diorama above, but 
have the children create their own figurines that tell a 
story about the ELCA Malaria Campaign. They could 
demonstrate bed nets hanging in a house, someone 
teaching classes on community health, a clinic where 
people can get medicine, people in the ELCA learning 
about/supporting the campaign, etc.

CRAFTS
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STORY: Stone Soup
Leader’s Guide for reading “Stone Soup”
“Stone Soup.” Retold by Heather Forest, illustrated by Susan Gaber. August House Little Folk. 1998.
 
INTRODUCTION:
We recommend the version of this old folk tale written by Heather Forest and illustrated by Susan 
Gaber. In the story, two hungry travelers arrive in a village where the people refuse to share. By 
cooking “stone soup,” the travelers teach the villagers how to create a delicious feast: the magical 
ingredient is sharing! We love this version of “Stone Soup” because the illustrations are lovely, the 
village population is very diverse and the book includes a recipe for stone soup, today’s suggested 
snack. The author’s note says, “This contemporary version of “Stone Soup” takes place in a village 
located anywhere that people learn about the pleasures of sharing.” We hope that your congregation 
will be one of those places!
 
ACTIVITY IDEA:
Assign each child or family to bring in a soup ingredient on Day 3: tomatoes, carrots, celery, onions, 
broccoli, turnips, pasta, spices, etc.
 
Discuss how the preparation of stone soup teaches children about today’s theme: “Together we  
can do more.”

• Would the soup taste good if your ingredient were the only ingredient? No!

• But it tastes great when all of the ingredients come together. 

• When we all bring just one thing, we can make plenty of soup — enough to share.

• When we give just a little bit, we can make a big difference in someone’s life — just like with  
the ELCA Malaria Campaign!

DAY 4together we can do more

Snack and Story

SNACK: Stone Soup

A recipe for stone soup is provided in the book recommended below. 
Assign each child or family to bring in a soup ingredient on Day 3: 
tomatoes, carrots, celery, onions, broccoli, turnips, pasta, spices, etc. 
Have an adult volunteer make the soup that evening. Stone soup is 
served as the snack on Day 4. (If you don’t want to serve soup, consider 
making a “stone salad” or a “stone fruit salad” instead!)

CRAFTS
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NOTES


