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[Skit opens with an audible buzzing sound. Marla and Plasmo enter; Marla is carrying a photo 
album. Inside the photo album are pictures of mosquitoes next to various country flags. Some of 
the mosquitoes have red figures next to them representing countries with malaria, others do not. 
Plasmo looks bored.]

DAY 3 FAMILY AROUND THE WORLD

    Opening Skit: Marla‘s family

Leader: Hi Marla, what do you have there?

Marla:  I was just looking at some old family 
photos. See, this is my cousin Magati 
from Tanzania [malaria]. And this is 
Manasi from Uganda [malaria]. This 
is Mavis, from Minnesota. And this is 
Martine, from France. Mala is from 
India [malaria]. And Mei, from China 
[malaria].

Leader: Wow, you have a very big family!

Marla:   Yes, I have cousins all over the world! 
In every continent except Antarctica. 
But here’s something weird I noticed 
about these pictures: some of my 
cousins have malaria parasites and 
some don’t. Why is that?

Leader: Well, you see, Marla, malaria has 
been eliminated in many countries 
around the world.

Marla:   “Eliminated?” What does that mean?

Leader: It means that malaria is gone in those 
places; people no longer get the 
disease. By getting rid of standing 
water, using bed nets and bug spray, 
and making sure people get the 
right medicines; we can stop the 
malaria parasite until it eventually 
disappears. That’s what happened 
in this country. Malaria used to be a 
problem in the United States, too, but 
it’s completely gone now. No more 
malaria parasites live here. And that’s 
what the ELCA Malaria Campaign is 
trying to do in every country. Get rid 
of all the malaria so that it cannot  
be spread.

Marla:  So the hope is that none of my 
cousins will ever have to be left out 
because of malaria! That would be 
amazing! Is it even possible?

Leader: It’s not just possible, it’s already 
happening! By partnering with 
friends around the world we’re 
already seeing a reduction in the 
number of malaria cases worldwide. 
And it’s not just churches that are 
working on this, but governments 
as well. We have powerful friends in 
this fight!

Marla:   Wow, that’s amazing! I’m going to 
go write all my cousins to tell them 
about the ELCA Malaria Campaign 
and ways they can get involved in 
the fight against malaria in their 
countries! Come on, Plasmo, soon 
you’ll be history! [Marla exits]

     Bible Adventure: caring for each other
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DAY 3FAMILY AROUND THE WORLD

    Opening Skit: Marla‘s family

LESSON FOCUS:
From its earliest days, the church was made up of people who supported one another and 
cared for each other. We know that the church has grown a lot since the time of Jesus, but 
today, people all around the world still support and care for each other just like the first 
Christians.

MEMORY VERSE:
1 Corinthians 12:12 “For just as the body is one and has many members … so it is with Christ.”

GATHER:
Write down the Bible Memory Verse and post it in a visible location in the room. As the 
children come in, invite them to sit in a circle. Welcome them and invite them to share what 
they remember of today’s memory verse. Affirm all answers, then direct their attention to the 
sign and have everyone read it together.

Have the children practice making sad (suffering) faces and happy (rejoicing) faces. Invite 
the children to go around the circle and share a low point of the week so far and a high point. 
After each, have the rest of the group respond with the corresponding sad face or happy 
face. Discuss any similarities or differences in the children’s responses. Were they also sad or 
happy when the others were? How did their actions affect each other?

Can you think of a time when you did something that made someone else happy? What 
did you do and how did it make you feel? 

OPEN THE BIBLE:

I want to share with you a story from the Bible about how the early church cared for 
each other. Read Acts 2:42-47. 

What are some of the things the early church did together? They gave to the poor, they 
spent time together, they ate together and they worshipped together.

Do any of those things sound like things you do with your church family? Supporting 
projects like the ELCA Malaria Campaign, worship, communion, social activities, etc.

Our church family is bigger than just this one building. What are some ways our church 
family in this place interacts with our church family in other places? Talk about synod 
events they might have participated in, summer camps, collecting food for a food pantry, 
Equal Exchange coffee and, of course, the ELCA Malaria Campaign.

Bible Text: Acts 2:42-47

     Bible Adventure: caring for each other
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APPLY THE SCRIPTURE:

Go on a “Global Family Scavenger Hunt.” Take a walk around the church looking for ways 
the church reaches out to the global family. Places to look include bulletin boards with 
announcements, global music in hymnals, bulletin announcements, newsletters, the 
kitchen if coffee or meals are served there, etc.

SEND:

Invite the children to sit back down in a circle. Lead a brief review. What did they learn 
about today? What was the memory verse? What does it mean to them to be part of a 
global family? How does the family support them, and how do they support the family?

CLOSING PRAYER:

Dear Jesus, thank you for giving us this great big family of brothers and sisters in 
you. Help us to lift others up so that we all may rejoice. Amen.

DAY 3 FAMILY AROUND THE WORLD

Bible adventure: caring for each other (continued)
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GATHER:
Hang up a map of Africa with the countries in which the ELCA Malaria Campaign is at 
work highlighted. You can find and print the map at www.ELCA.org/malaria/resources 
or look in the Helpful Handouts section. Start out by inviting the children to share what 
they remembered from yesterday. Explain to the children that our church, the ELCA, 
partners with other churches in 13 African countries. We partner in a lot of ways, but 
one really important partnership is joining with them to fight malaria together. For our 
part of the partnership, we agreed to raise $15 million to support their efforts. That is a 
lot of money, but we’ve already raised (at the point of writing) more than $11 million! We 
only have $4 million left to go — that’s one dollar per ELCA member!

Because Lutheran congregations in Africa understand their communities, they know 
best what needs to happen to help fight malaria in their own communities. Today we’re 
going to learn more about these countries and people who live there.

DAY 3FAMILY AROUND THE WORLD

Bible adventure: caring for each other (continued)

LEARNING THE 
COUNTRIES
Using the map in the front of the room, go 
through the names of the countries in which 
the ELCA Malaria Campaign is at work 
several times until the children can repeat 
the names back to you. Pass out maps of 
Africa with the countries highlighted. Have 
the children work in groups to try to label 
the countries themselves using the map in 
the front. Decorate their maps with crayons, 
pens or colored pencils.

Find an outline of an Africa map in the 
Helpful Handouts section.

Malaria Mayhem

Activities
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GAMES
Just like children in the United States, African children love to play games. Two games that 
are popular in African countries are Mancala and Soccer. 

DAY 3 FAMILY AROUND THE WORLD

PROCESSING THE ACTIVITY: 
How are the games that children in Africa 
play the same as the games you play? How 
are they different? What other similarities 
and differences do you have? (Highlight both 
positive and negative differences. We can learn 
a lot from our sisters and brothers in Africa 
about community and supporting each other.)

Activities (continued)

MANCALA
Mancala is an ancient board game that is still popular 
in many African countries today. There are many 
different versions of the game; here is one simple 
version.

Materials Needed:

	Empty egg cartons (one per pair)

	Small stones, marbles, coins, etc.  
     (48 pieces per pair)

	Small cups or bowls  
     (1 per player) to act as the “store”

Instructions:

1. Set the stores up at either ends of the egg cartons. 
Place four pieces in each of the 12 holes of the 
carton. Players sit across from each other with the 
egg carton long-ways between them. Their store 
is the one to their right.

2. The game begins with one player picking up all of 
the pieces in any one of the holes on their side.

3. Moving counter-clockwise, the player deposits 
one of the stones in each hole until the stones run 
out.

4. If you run into your own store, deposit one piece 
in it. If you run into your opponent’s store, skip it.

5. If the last piece you drop is in your own store, you 
get a free turn.

6. If the last piece you drop is in an empty hole on 
your side, you capture that piece and any pieces 
in the hole directly opposite.

7. Always place all captured pieces in your store.
8. The game ends when all six spaces on one side of 

the Mancala board are empty.
9. The player who still has pieces on his side of the 

board when the game ends captures all of those 
pieces.

10. Count all the pieces in each store. The winner is 
the player with the most pieces.

SOCCER
Called “football” in many countries, soccer is 
one of the most popular sports in the world. 
Requiring only a ball, it is especially popular 
in places where sports equipment is limited. 
Odds are good that most of the children 
will be familiar with soccer and many will 
have played competitively. Because of this 
familiarity, remind the children that the point 
of this game is to have fun.

Materials Needed:

	Large open space to run around

	Something to mark goals (sweatshirts, 
cones, etc.)

	A ball (does not need to be a soccer ball)

Instructions:

1.  Set up two goals on either end of the field 
with six or so feet between them.

2. Divide the group into two teams.
3. Players must try to get the ball through 

the goal without using their hands.
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CUP SHAKERS
Make shakers out of paper cups to play 
during worship.

Materials Needed:

	Small paper cups (two per person) 
(paper plates work well too)

	Dry beans

	Hot glue (or stapler, if you’re using 
paper plates)

	Paint or markers, glitter, glue, 
stickers, streamers, etc.

Instructions:

Place a handful of beans in the bottom 
of a paper cup. Using a hot glue gun or 
staplers, trace a thin line of glue around 
the lip of the cup and place another cup 
on top to form a shaker. Decorate the 
shaker using paint, markers, glitter, 
streamers, stickers, etc. Use the shaker 
to accompany the singing during closing 
worship.

DAY 3FAMILY AROUND THE WORLD

MOSQUITO PUPPETS
These bendy puppets are based on the street 
art popular in South African markets.

Materials Needed:

	Scissors

	Reproducible Template 

	Cardboard or heavyweight cardstock

	Markers or paint for decorating

	Brads (split pins)

	Hole punch

Instructions:

1. Cut out the shapes of the reproducible 
template found in the Helpful Handouts 
section and trace them onto the cardboard 
or cardstock.

2. Cut the shapes out of the cardboard

3. Decorate them using the markers or paint

4. Make holes in the cardboard using the 
hole punch

5. Attach the shapes together using the brads

CRAFTS
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SNACK: Waakye and Kelewele  
(or Bananas and Pineapple) 

Snack and Story

For the waakye 

Directions:

Remove the beans from packaging 
and allow them to soak in cold water 
overnight. Before cooking, drain off 
the water, put the beans in a clean pot, 
and re-cover with water. Bring to a boil, 
salt the water and let the beans cook 
15 minutes or until soft enough to eat. 
Add the rice, return to a boil, reduce to 
a simmer and cover as the rice cooks. 
Check the rice regularly during cooking; 
add more water as necessary until the 
rice is finished cooking.   

These two Ghanaian dishes are representative of much of West African cuisine. They make an excellent meal in 
and of themselves, but also make great sides; they would be a great accompaniment for roast chicken. In true 
West African fashion, these dishes are usually served with spicy condiments; while the kelewele already packs 
a little heat, the waakye benefits greatly from a generous dash of hot sauce! 

 
(pronounced “WAH-che”): 

Ingedients: 

  One 16 oz. bag of dried beans, 
such as black beans, kidney 
beans, or black eyed peas 

  16 oz. of long grain rice

  Water (amount will vary) 

  Salt, to taste

For the kelewele: 
Ingredients:

  4 plantains (if plantains are  
unavailable, green bananas are  
a passable substitute) 

  2 Tbsp. lemon juice 

  Cooking oil (palm oil  
is the most authentic,  
but vegetable or  
peanut oil also works) 

  1 tsp Salt 

  1/2 tsp Cayenne Pepper 

  1/2 tsp Ginger, preferably  
freshly grated, though  
powdered is fine 

Directions:

Fill a deep skillet, pot, or wok halfway full of cooking oil 
and heat to 350 degrees. As the oil heats, dice the plantains. 
Place the diced plantain in a bowl with the lemon juice, salt 
and spices; stir to combine. When the oil is hot, fry the diced 
plantain in batches until golden brown on all sides, then 
remove from the oil and let drain on a plate lined with paper 
towels.

Another popular treat in Africa is fresh fruit. Simply cut up 
bananas and pineapple and serve. 

DAY 3 FAMILY AROUND THE WORLD
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Leader’s Guide for Reading “Mimi’s Village”
“Mimi’s Village, And How Basic Health Care Transformed It.” By Katie Smith Milway, illustrated by Eugenie Fernandes. CitizenKid. 
Kids Can Press: Tonawanda, N.Y. 2012.

INTRODUCTION: 
We continue reading the story “Mimi’s Village, And How Basic Health Care Transformed It.” In Mimi’s 
Village, we meet a little girl living in a rural village in Kenya. Mimi likes to play with her brother, 
Wafula, and her little sister, Nakkissi. Mimi also helps her parents by collecting water for her family and 
looking out for Nakkissi. Mimi’s village faces some health challenges: their source of water is far away 
and sometimes contaminated, and diseases like malaria are ever-present. In this book, the people of 
Mimi’s village work together to build and stock a clinic, and Mimi and her family learn safe and healthy 
behaviors. Since it’s a long book, we suggest you break it up into three sections as described below.

ACTIVITY IDEA:

• Preparation: Create a blank bulletin board that will represent Mimi’s village in western Kenya. Each 
short chapter of “Mimi’s Village” offers new details to be added to the mural.

• Activity: Give the children a brief outline of the story so they will understand their part of it. Then 
break children up into three or four groups. Each group draws, colors and cuts out the items for one 
one of today’s chapters. Gather together again, and read today’s chapters. After their chapter, the 
children from each group add their items to the mural, perhaps discussing where the items belong 
(i.e., the clinic is far away from the village, etc.). 

DAY 3: READ CHAPTERS 8-11

• A clinic for Mimi’s village

• A healthy birth

• Healthy habits

• A healthy village

A CLINIC FOR MIMI’S VILLAGE

• In the ELCA Malaria Campaign, Lutherans in the ELCA are working together with Lutherans in 
Africa; we’re sharing the responsibility for making malaria history. In the ELCA, our job is to raise the 
money, and in Africa, our Lutheran friends are using that money to make malaria programs to help 
their neighbors. (We call our relationship “accompaniment,” or “walking together.”)

• People in Mimi’s village have worked hard to build a clinic. They also have formed an advocacy group 
that helped to leverage clinic supplies. They get together and celebrate!

• Music is an important part of the lives of Mimi’s neighbors, and it is also an important part of 
Lutheran malaria programs in Africa. Choirs sing songs to teach their neighbors about malaria 
prevention and control.

• Lutheran malaria programs are also helping to bring malaria care to the local level, like Mimi’s 
village did.

Items to add to Mimi’s village: a clinic inside Mimi’s village, musical instruments

SNACK: Waakye and Kelewele  
(or Bananas and Pineapple) 

STORY: Mimi’s Village, Part 3

DAY 3FAMILY AROUND THE WORLD
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STORY: Mimi’s Village, Part 3 (continued)

A HEALTHY BIRTH
• Babies and young children (under 5 years old) do not have a fully developed 

immune system. That means they are more vulnerable to getting malaria —  
and to dying from it. 

• Jomo got a very good start in life — he was born in a clinic, with Nurse Tela to 
help his mother. With a clinic so close to home, he can get malaria treatment 
quickly every time he gets sick.

Items to add to Mimi’s village: healthy baby Jomo

HEALTHY HABITS
• It may be tempting to use bed nets for other purposes, so education is necessary 

to help people understand how — and why — to use them against mosquitoes. 

• A mosquito net costs about $10, and can protect families while they sleep! People 
who live in places where there is malaria should sleep under a mosquito net 
every night. 

Items to add to Mimi’s village: mosquito nets — enough for everyone!

A HEALTHY VILLAGE
• Village health teams are an integral part of the programs supported by the 

ELCA Malaria Campaign! Trained volunteers educate others, administer rapid 
diagnostic tests for malaria, and distribute medicine to heal people when they’re 
sick. Community members take care of each other!

Items to add to Mimi’s village: a village health team

Snack and Story (continued)

DAY 3 FAMILY AROUND THE WORLD


