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    Bible Adventure: Let the little children come

DAY 2 When malaria says “STop,” Jesus says “GO!”

    Opening Skit: Stop and Go

[Skit opens with an audible buzzing sound. Marla 
the Mosquito and Plasmo enter; Marla looks sad]

Leader:  Hi Marla, what’s wrong?

Marla:  Oh, you know. I’m just so frustrated with 
Plasmo [Plasmo hisses]. Everywhere I 
try to go, someone says STOP. I can’t go 
to school because of Plasmo. I can’t play 
with friends because of Plasmo. I can’t 
ride my bike because of Plasmo.

Leader:  Mosquitoes ride bikes?

Marla:   Of course! I love to ride my bike! It’s so 
fun! But Plasmo is so heavy, he always 
tips the bike over!

Leader:  [confused] Of course.

Marla:   Anyway, I’m just feeling really 
discouraged today because it seems like 
for everything I want to do, Plasmo gets 
in the way! It feels like all I ever hear is 
STOP.

Leader: You know, Marla, you aren’t the only 
person who malaria says STOP to. 
Children all over Africa have the 
same problems you do. When they 
get malaria they are too sick to go to 
school or to play with their friends. 
They don’t have enough energy to 
ride bikes or play games. If their 
parents are sick it can be hard for their 
parents to take care of them. All these 
things can say STOP to children.

Marla:  Wow, malaria is a really big problem!

Leader:  Yes it is. But even children here, where 
malaria isn’t a problem, can feel like 
they’re being told to STOP too, like when 
people think they aren’t big enough or 
old enough to make a difference or when 
people don’t listen to their ideas.

Marla:  I know what that feels like!

Leader:  But you know who never says STOP to 
us? Jesus. Today we’re going to learn 
all about how Jesus welcomed children 
and blessed them. And we’ll talk about 
how we can take the blessings we’ve 
been given and use them to say GO to 
children all over the world.

Marla:  Wow, Jesus blessed and welcomed the 
little children? But will he bless and 
welcome me? I’m just a little mosquito!

Leader:  Of course Jesus will, Marla. You are  
a precious part of God’s creation, just 
like us!

Marla:  That’s some great news! Thanks for 
sharing! I’m going to GO tell everyone I 
meet about it! [Marla and Plasmo depart, 
Plasmo looking especially grumpy and 
hissing in an annoyed sort of way.]
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LESSON FOCUS:
People tried to say, “STOP” and keep the children from bothering Jesus, but Jesus 
said, “GO!” “Let the children come to me.” Malaria keeps children from living their full 
potential; it says “STOP.” But Jesus loves the children of the world and says, “GO.”

MEMORY VERSE:
Mark 9:37a “[Jesus] said, ‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes 
me.’”

GATHER:
Write down the Bible Memory Verse and post it in a visible location in the room. Use 
the STOP and GO signs available in this resource to decorate the space: hang the 
STOP sign on one side, and the GO sign on the other side. See a template for this in 
the Helpful Handouts section.  As the children come in, invite them to sit in a circle. 
Welcome them and invite them to share what they remember of today’s memory verse. 
Affirm all answers, then direct their attention to the sign and have everyone read it 
together.

Today’s memory verse talked about welcome. Can you think of a time you felt 
welcome? How about a time when you felt unwelcome? How do you show 
welcome to someone? What might you do to make someone feel unwelcome? 
Invite the children to share stories of times they felt welcome. What did people do/not 
do? How do they show welcome?

OPEN THE BIBLE:

I want to share a story with you from the Bible about Jesus welcoming children. 
Read Mark 10:13-16. 

Why did the disciples want to stop the children from coming to Jesus? They were 
worried he was tired, they were causing a distraction.
What did Jesus say to the disciples? Let the children come.
What does this tell us about how Jesus feels about children? He loves them.

Explain that this Bible story tells us that Jesus loves children, all children, and wants 
them, wants us, to come to him. 

Bible Text: Mark 10:13-16

    Bible Adventure: Let the little children come

DAY 2When malaria says “STop,” Jesus says “GO!”

    Opening Skit: Stop and Go
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APPLY THE SCRIPTURE:

Now that we’ve read the Bible story and talked about it, let’s hear it again and listen for the 
‘stop’s and ‘go’s. I’m going to read it again, and every time I pause, I’m going to hold up a 
sign. I want you to either shout out loud what the sign says or respond based on what the 
sign says (run in place for go, freeze for stop).

Mark 10:13-16: People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; 
(GO) and the disciples spoke sternly to them (STOP). But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant 
and said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these 
that the kingdom of God belongs (GO). Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child will never enter it (STOP).’ And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands 
on them, and blessed them (GO).

There are lots of things in the world that might say “STOP” to us coming to Jesus, what 
might some of those things be? Peer pressure, fear 

But Jesus says “GO.” What helps you hear Jesus’ “GO”? Parents or caregivers who bring us to 
church, pastors, youth leaders, friends, Sunday school teachers, the Bible

Yesterday we talked about a disease called malaria. What are some things you learned 
about this disease?

Explain how malaria says “STOP” to people in a lot of ways, by making children too sick to go to 
school and parents too weak to work. But where malaria says “STOP,” Jesus says “GO.” Invite the 
children to think about how Jesus is using the work of the ELCA Malaria Campaign to say “GO” 
to people struggling with malaria. (Nets, medicine, education, etc.)

SEND:

Invite the children to sit back down in a circle. Lead a brief review. What did they learn  
about today? What was the memory verse? The story ended with Jesus blessing the children. 
How have they experienced Jesus blessing them? How have the children of Africa experienced 
Jesus’ blessing? 

CLOSING PRAYER:

Dear Jesus, thank you for welcoming us and all your children and for giving us your 
blessing. Help us to share your blessing with all who need to feel it and to be your blessing 
in the world. Amen.

Invite each child to bless the child next to them with this blessing: “Jesus welcomes you and 
calls you blessed.”

DAY 2 When malaria says “STop,” Jesus says “GO!”

Bible adventure: Let the little children come (continued)
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Activities

Malaria Mayhem
GATHER:
Start out by inviting the children to share what 
they remembered from yesterday. Tell them 
that today they are going to look at all the ways 
malaria prevents people and communities from 
reaching their full potential and how we can 
say STOP to malaria and GO to communities. 
Some points to include in the conversation:

•  Your body has to be strong to fight off 
malaria after a mosquito bites you.

•  When you are little (less than 5 years old), 
your body is still learning how to be strong. 

MALARIA MADNESS MOSQUITO RACE!

	A shoe box

	Ping pong balls

	Optional prizes for completing the race

	Stop watch if you are timing the children  
to see who does it the fastest’

Set Up – use a large open space for this

1. Hang up a mosquito net or drape it across chairs 
or across a table

2. Clear off a large space on a wall

3. Blow up balloons with small pieces of paper in 
them that say either 
a. “You’re Healthy – Keep Going” or 
b. “Got Malaria – Start Over!”  
You can decide how many of each phrase you 
want to use. A good ratio is about 1/3 malaria 
and 2/3 healthy. 

4. Tape balloons to the wall using painters tape 
(this keeps the tape from ruining the walls).

5. Find a shoe box and cut a small hole in the 
bottom of it (just a little bit larger than a ping 
pong ball) then put 10-15 ping pong balls in  
the box (note that wadded up pieces of paper 
work well, too, if you don’t have ping pong  
balls around).

6. Pour a small amount of tomato juice (or 
cranberry juice, or fruit punch) into Dixie cups 
and set straws by them. Set these up on a table.

7. Spread the challenges throughout the rooms  
to make a sort of course that the children will  
go through.

DAY 2When malaria says “STop,” Jesus says “GO!”

Bible adventure: Let the little children come (continued) So malaria might win the fight, if it gets 
inside you.

•  When children get sick, they can’t go to 
school, and then they don’t learn.

•  Sometimes, malaria says STOP. Children 
in Africa want to help their families. They 
want to play with their friends. They want 
to go to school and learn. But when they 
are sick with malaria, can they do those 
things? No!

•  Pregnant women also can get malaria, 
and then the developing baby doesn’t get 
enough to eat inside her body, and it is 
born too small. Sometimes the little, tiny 
babies die.

•  When parents are sick, they can’t take 
care of their children as well.

•  So malaria especially hurts children,  
and Jesus taught us to love and protect  
the children.

Many things say STOP to mosquitoes as well. Challenge your children to try to survive 
a day in the life of a mosquito by racing to accomplish these tasks. This is meant to be 
mostly a fun and silly activity for children but it also opens a conversation  
about creation and how God called all things good, even mosquitoes!

Materials Needed:

	Balloons

	Toothpicks

	Mosquito Net

	Tomato juice

	Dixie cups

	Straws
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PROCESSING THE 
ACTIVITY: 

What is it like trying to get through 
all these challenges? Was it easy 
or hard to be a mosquito? Read 
Genesis 1:24-25. What does it mean 
that God made creeping things 
that creep upon the ground and 
called them good? What might 
be the reason for mosquitoes? 
Has this changed your mind at all 
about mosquitoes? Read Genesis 
1:26. What does it mean to “have 
dominion” over something? 
(Dominion is not the same as 
domination; dominion is about 
caring for things. “Stewards” 
or “stewardship” is another 
good word for this.) How might 
supporting the work of the ELCA 
Malaria Campaign be about 
dominion over mosquitoes rather 
than dominating mosquitoes?

Thanks to the Rev. Megan Crouch 
and Brenda Wagner, Northeastern 
Minnesota Synod for creating this 
great activity!

STOP/GO SKITS IN A BAG
Before you begin, prepare two bags with funny props: streamers, 
costumes, small toys, plastic containers; use whatever you have  
on hand.

Divide the participants into two groups. Explain that there is a family 
that wants to go to church but obstacles keep getting in their path. 
Give each of the groups one of the bags of props and invite them to 
come up with a skit that portrays the many crazy obstacles the family 
encountered. (Examples: flat tire, stopped by a parade, encountered 
overly friendly gorillas; be as silly and creative as you want). Give the 
groups five minutes to work on their skits. Have the groups present 
their skits to each other. Then, separate again and try to come up with 
solutions for each of the problems presented. (Examples: someone 
stops and helps them fix the tire, the parade ends up going by the front 
of the church, the gorillas are invited to come along.)

Alternative: Instead of acting, invite the groups to write or draw their 
silly scenarios and then switch lists with the other team.  

Instructions 

Life can be hard for a mosquito; 
there are many challenges and 
dangers that they face on a daily 
basis. Let’s see how well you would 
do as a mosquito! 

STATION 1: Get through the net! 
The first challenge that mosquitoes 
face is getting past the nets and 
screens people put up to keep  
them out. 

Challenge: Crawl under the 
mosquito net without letting it 
touch you!

STATION 2: Bite someone! 
mosquitoes don’t mean to get 
people sick; it happens when they 
bite someone who is already sick. 
Then the mosquitoes can pass 
malaria on to other people. 

Challenge: Take a toothpick and 
pick the person you want to bite 
(the balloon wall) but look out! 
If you bite the wrong person 
(someone infected with malaria) 
you need to start again. 

STATION 3: Suck that blood! Once 
a Mosquito has picked the right 
person to bite, they get their meal. 

Challenge: Pretend you are a 
mosquito and use the straw to 
quickly suck up the tomato juice – 
but do it quickly or you might get 
swatted! (Children who refuse to  
try the juice get “swatted” after 
a period of time – normally 45 
seconds or so to keep things 
moving – if they get swatted they 
have to do a silly song, or dance 
then move on to the last challenge.)

Station 4: Reproduce! Finally, 
mosquitoes have babies by laying 
their eggs in small pools of water. 

Challenge: Pretend you are going 
to be a mommy or daddy mosquito 
and lay five eggs (children do this 
by holding the shoe box of ping 
pong balls behind their back and 
then wiggling and jumping around 
until they have shaken five balls or 
eggs out of the box).

Congratulate children  
on a job well done!

PROCESSING THE 
ACTIVITY: 

What was the silliest obstacle 
you came up with? What 
was the best solution? What 
obstacles does malaria put in 
people’s paths? How does Jesus 
overcome these obstacles?

MALARIA MADNESS MOSQUITO RACE! (CONTINUED)

DAY 2 When malaria says “STop,” Jesus says “GO!”

Activities (continued)
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“STOP AND GO” SIGNS
Materials Needed:

	Paper

	Markers

	Colored pencils or crayons

STORY PEOPLE 
Materials Needed:

	Reproducible Story Person template can be found 
      in the Helpful Handouts section

	Glue

	Scraps of cloth

	Crayons, markers, or colored pencils

Instructions: 

Cut out enough Story Person templates so that each 
child can have one. Have the children decorate 
their Story Person, gluing on pieces of cloth for 
clothing and drawing in faces. Cut out and attach 
a vignette, found on the next page, to each Story 
Person. If you have more children than vignettes, 
it’s fine to use the same vignette on multiple Story 
People. After the children have finished clothing 
and decorating their Story Person, read some of 
the vignettes. Consider using these decorated Story 
People to greet worshipers in the pews on Sunday, 
or send them home with the children.

DAY 2When malaria says “STop,” Jesus says “GO!”

Instructions:

Explain that sometimes there are obstacles that 
keep us from feeling the love of God in our lives. 
In Africa, some of those obstacles have to do with 
malaria. Obstacles might be: 

• STOP! sign: a child gets too sick to play with 
her friends

• STOP! sign: another child is too sick to go  
to school, and doesn’t learn as much as his  
or her classmates

• STOP! sign: parents who are sick from 
malaria can’t work, so family doesn’t have 
enough money

• Malaria says STOP!

• Children decorate the STOP! signs with some 
of the malaria-related obstacles that children 
in Africa experience.

 
But the church can help! The ELCA is raising 
money to help Lutherans in Africa develop  
anti-malaria programs to help their neighbors.

• GO! sign: teaching families how to keep 
themselves safe

• GO! sign: distributing nets to families

• GO! sign: making sure that doctors and 
hospitals have enough medicine to help 
people who are sick from malaria. 

• Jesus (and the church) say GO!

Children decorate GO! signs with some of the 
ways that Lutherans are helping people in Africa 
to be healthy and feel the love of God in their lives. 

Hang the STOP and GO signs in the main room or 
send the signs home with the children.
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1

STORY PEOPLE VIGNETTES

I am Solomon. 
I am 3 years old and I live in Malawi. When I was a baby, I would get 
malaria a lot and go to the hospital often. People even started calling me 
“Alinafe,” which is the name of the hospital where my mother would take 
me. My mother joined a group that helped her learn how to stop malaria 
and keep me healthy. Now, I sleep under a mosquito net, and I don’t get 
malaria anymore. And people have even started calling me Solomon again!

I am Miriam.  
I live in Zimbabwe and I am 10 years old. I like to sing songs and write 
poems. This year at my school, we learned songs that teach us about 
malaria. I also wrote a poem about malaria, and I read it to the whole 
school. When my brother became sick with chills and a fever, I told my 
mother that he might have malaria, because I had learned about it in 
school. Now we all know more about staying healthy. 

I am Innocent.  
I live in Zambia. I am 4 months old, and I was born healthy. When my 
mother was pregnant with me, she took some medicine so that she  
would not become sick from malaria. She also started sleeping under  
a mosquito net. I was born healthy, and we still sleep under a mosquito  
net every night. 

 
I am Maddie.  
I am 8 years old and I live in Washington. I learned about malaria at 
church and I decided to do something about it. So my Sunday school 
friends and I became the “noisy can kids.” Every Sunday at worship, we 
shake our tin cans and ask members of the congregation to donate their 
coins. I write an article for the church newsletter every month so people 
know how we’re doing in the fight against malaria. One Sunday, we hosted 
coffee hour and made a big cake with a mosquito on it! 

 
I am Stella.  
I am a nurse in Malawi. I used to see many people come to the clinic who 
were sick with malaria. Most of these people were little children, under 
the age of 5. Sometimes, I would see 500 people with malaria in one 
month. Lately, people have been able to protect themselves from malaria 
with bed nets, medicine and education. Last month, there were only 160 
people with malaria in my village. This is still too many, but we are happy 
that fewer people are getting sick.

DAY 2 When malaria says “STop,” Jesus says “GO!”

Activities (continued)
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We are Brad, Scott and Ethan.  
We are high school students from Iowa. We wanted to use our summer vaca-
tion to help people who have malaria. So we spent three weeks running across 
the whole state of Iowa, and talking to people about malaria and the ELCA Ma-
laria Campaign. And those people donated thousands of dollars to help people 
in Africa buy mosquito nets and medicine! 

I am Shumba.  
I live in Zimbabwe and I am a leader in my community. My wife and my three 
children have all been sick with malaria. They had high fevers. My wife would 
be unable to work. My children had to stay home from school for many days. 
They could not run or play. We learned that a high fever is a sign of malaria. 
Now we know to visit the hospital whenever the fever returns. 

I am Juma.  
I live in Mozambique. I make and sell pottery for a living. I make pots with lids, 
so that mosquitoes cannot lay eggs inside. I make water jugs with filters, so 
that the water is safe to drink. Making pots and jugs is my job, but I am always 
looking for ways to keep my community healthy and protected from malaria. 

 
I am Agrippa.  
I live in the Central African Republic. I am 2 years old. I became sick with 
malaria many times. Once, my family even feared that I would die. Luckily, my 
mother took me to the doctor where I was able to have a special treatment to 
remove malaria from my body. This visit to the hospital saved my life. Now I am 
a healthy and growing boy!

 
I am Allison.  
I’m 5 years old and I’m from Iowa. At church I learned that children in Africa 
are dying from malaria! So I decided to host a lemonade stand after worship 
one Sunday. I made a sign that says “Allison’s Lemonade Stand. Malaria Stinks.” 
And people came by and bought lemonade, and I donated that money to the 
ELCA Malaria Campaign. We raised $231.02! 

I am Phillip.  
I live in Zimbabwe. I work in a shop that sells bug spray and special candles 
that keep mosquitoes away. Being a shopkeeper is my job, but I am always 
looking for ways to keep my community healthy and protected from malaria. 

DAY 2When malaria says “STop,” Jesus says “GO!”
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STORY: Mimi’s Village, Part 2
Leader’s Guide for Reading “Mimi’s Village”
“Mimi’s Village, And How Basic Health Care Transformed It.” By Katie Smith Milway, illustrated by Eugenie Fernandes. CitizenKid. 
Kids Can Press: Tonawanda, N.Y. 2012.

INTRODUCTION:  
We continue reading the story “Mimi’s Village, And How Basic Health Care Transformed It.” In Mimi’s 
Village, we meet a little girl living in a rural village in Kenya. Mimi likes to play with her brother, 
Wafula, and her little sister, Nakkissi. Mimi also helps her parents by collecting water for her family and 
looking out for Nakkissi. Mimi’s village faces some health challenges: their source of water is far away 
and sometimes contaminated, and diseases like malaria are ever-present. In this book, the people of 
Mimi’s village work together to build and stock a clinic, and Mimi and her family learn safe and healthy 
behaviors. Since it’s a long book, we suggest you break it up into three sections as described below.

ACTIVITY IDEA:

• Preparation: Create a blank bulletin board that will represent Mimi’s village in western Kenya. 
Each short chapter of “Mimi’s Village” offers new details to be added to the mural.

• Activity: Give the children a brief outline of the story so they will understand their part of it. 
Then break children up into three or four groups. Each group draws, colors and cuts out the 
items for one of today’s chapters. Gather together again, and read today’s chapters. After their 
chapter, the children from each group add their items to the mural, perhaps discussing where 
the items belong (i.e., the clinic is far away from the village, etc.). 

Snack and Story

Ingredients:

	Orange Juice

	Tonic Water

Directions:

Combine ingredients  
in a punch bowl.  
Serve with ice.

Healthy Snacks
Our bodies need to be healthy to grow 
strong. Serve fruit, vegetables, cheese and 
crackers, nuts and other healthy snacks 
along with the malaria punch.

SNACK:  
Give Malaria a Punch!

DAY 2 When malaria says “STop,” Jesus says “GO!”

STORY CONTINUES...

Fun Fact:  
Did you know 
that quinine, 
the ingredient 
that gives 
tonic water 
the bitter 
flavor, has 
been used to 
treat malaria 
since the 
1700s?
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DAY 2: READ CHAPTERS 5-7
•	A good sign
•	Vaccination day
•	A big dream

A GOOD SIGN
•	The family decides to stay at the clinic 

another night so that Nakkissi can 
fully recover, and to take advantage of 
vaccination services. 

•	There are lots of vaccines to help 
children stay healthy and avoid many 
diseases. However, there is not yet an 
effective vaccine for malaria. We pray 
for the researchers and scientists who 
are working hard to develop one! In 
the meantime, Lutheran programs 
are working to reduce the number of 
deaths from malaria and to educate 
communities so they can keep 
themselves safe. 

Items to add to Mimi’s village: stork in the 
forest, goats at home, monkeys near clinic

VACCINATION DAY
•	Malaria is transmitted by mosquitoes 

and causes high fevers. When 
symptoms of malaria arise, it is 
important to get the sick person to the 
clinic within 24 hours. Then they have 
the best chance of getting better.

•	Malaria is totally treatable! A course of 
medication that costs only $2.00 can 
save the life of someone suffering from 
malaria.

Items to add to Mimi’s village: needles and 
medicines at the clinic

A BIG DREAM
•	A great lesson about working together. 

Mimi’s mother and father cannot build 
a clinic or purchase supplies all by 
themselves. But if they work together 
with their neighbors, they can make it 
happen. 

•	Even if they didn’t build a clinic 
building, communities can come 
together to be healthy! In Lutheran 
malaria programs, volunteers are 
trained to understand malaria, and 
to learn how to prevent and treat the 
disease. These community health 
workers educate families so they can 
take good care of each other.

•	One aspect of Lutheran malaria 
programs is called “sustainable 
livelihoods.” This program helps 
families with income-generating 
projects, and teaches community 
members to come together to create 
savings and loan groups. 

Items to add to Mimi’s village: lots of 
mosquitoes, all over — it’s rainy season!

STORY: Mimi’s Village, Part 2  (CONTINUED)

DAY 2When malaria says “STop,” Jesus says “GO!”

Snack and Story (CONTINUED)
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NOTES


