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Why we give
Our financial generosity is an expression of our love for God and for our neighbor. A critical component 
of what we do together is the offering made by you and your congregation that is shared for synod and 
churchwide ministries. We call this Mission Support, which makes it possible for ELCA members from 
Alaska to the Caribbean to be responsive as one church to exciting new opportunities for ministry.

Funding our mission
Mission Support is an important percentage of your weekly offering. Many congregations set a goal of 
10 percent or greater for Mission Support through their synod and do additional giving beyond their 
congregation. In this way congregations are making a difference in their giving both in and through their 
church. Your congregation shares its Mission Support offering with the other two expressions of this church.

Where your offering goes
Mission Support is the lifeblood of the work that God does through the ELCA.

Your churchwide 
organization  

responds to local and 
worldwide ministry 

opportunities. Together 
we do God’s work in 

ways that no individual, 
congregation or synod 

can do alone.

Your synod  
supports 

congregations and 
rostered leaders as 
they work in their 
communities and 
throughout the 

world.

Your congregation 
shares a portion 
of your offering 
– called Mission 
Support – with 

your synod and the 
ELCA churchwide 

organization.

Your weekly offering  
in your congregation 
supports the mission 

and ministry of 
the whole ELCA – 
doing God’s work 

throughout the world.

Like good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God, serve one another 
with whatever gift each of you has 
received (1 Peter 4:10).
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Dialogue and prayer
Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!

I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God all my life long.

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the LORD their God,

who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
is in them;
who keeps faith forever;

who executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry.

Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!

(from Psalm 146)

Almighty God,
your Holy Spirit equips the church 
with a rich variety of gifts.
Grant that we may use them to bear witness 
to Christ in lives that are built on faith and love. 
Make us ready to live the gospel and eager
to do your will, so that we may share with 
all your church in the joys of eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

(Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Occasional Services, p. 393)

Keyboard accompaniment is at 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
#576, Lutheran Book of Worship 
#339, or With One Voice #755.

Scripture quotations are from the 
New Revised Standard Version 
Bible (NRSV).

Other possible hymns/songs:
We Give Thee but Thine Own 
ELW #686
LBW #410

We’ve Come This Far by Faith 
ELW #633
TFF #197

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

We are a church that believes Jesus is God’s “Yes” to us. Our lives can be a “Yes” to others. As members 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), we believe that we are freed in Christ to serve and 
love our neighbor. With our hands, we do God’s work of restoring and reconciling communities in Jesus 
Christ’s name throughout the world.

God calls us to serve one another — to be a “Yes” to others — using whatever gifts each of us has received. 
Our nearly 10,000 congregations, 65 synods and churchwide ministries respond to this call and engage in 
mission in their neighborhoods, communities and around the world. The portion of your congregation’s 
financial gifts that you share with synods and churchwide ministries, your Mission Support offering, makes 
this possible.

Together we are developing new leaders, building and renewing congregations, supporting churches 
around the world, working for justice and peace, nurturing youth and young adults and cultivating faith 
communities. We are all missionaries: sharing the gospel through service to others, building community and 
providing life-sustaining ministries.

God is calling us into the world to do God’s work in Christ’s name. It is your faithful support that makes 
this work possible. Your Mission Support offering makes it possible for synods and churchwide ministries 
to keep ongoing commitments to ministry partners near and far and to respond where needs are greatest. 

We are a church with a heart for mission. And we 
pledged at the 2013 Churchwide Assembly to deepen 
and expand our outreach in the next five years 
starting in 2014 through “Always Being Made New: The 
Campaign for the ELCA.” We are a church that rolls up 
its sleeves and gets to work, and we have a lot of work 
to do in the years ahead to achieve the great goals that 
we have set out for ourselves. We will need everyone’s 
support to maintain the existing ministries that are 
made possible through your Mission Support offering — 
and to support new endeavors.   

God loves each of us and cares for us deeply. It is 
because of this love that we are set free to serve the 
world and love others. I am grateful for your generosity 
and the ways God is at work both in us and through us!

Faithfully, 

Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Scripture reading
1 Peter 4:10

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.
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Hymn


