Legal Issues
Constitutions

Writing and Amending the Congregation Constitution
Review and amend your congregation's constitution to keep it current!
Each churchwide assembly, which meets every three years, has amended the Model
Constitution for Congregations, and those amendments will have a direct effect on
the governance of ELCA congregations.
The 2016 Churchwide Assembly adopted several amendments that describe the
congregation's relationship with the global church, outline changes regarding pastors
and deacons, establish processes for seasonal membership and clarify parish
authorization.
Congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America are encouraged to
review their constitutions during the months after a churchwide assembly. The synod
is ready to assist the congregation throughout the review process.
The process for amending a congregation's constitution is framed in Chapter 16 of
the Model Constitution for Congregations. If the text is preceded by an asterisk, the
provision is required; changes to the Model Constitution for Congregations are for the
congregation's consideration and possible adoption.
Guide for Use of the Model Constitution for Congregations is a helpful reference for
congregations reviewing their constitutions.
For more information, visit the “Congregations” page of the Office of the Secretary.

Legal Disclaimer
Information on this document does not constitute legal advice to anyone. In addition, the use of this
document, and the sending or receipt of information through elca.org does not create attorney-client
relationship of any sort. Visitors to elca.org should be aware that communication in this manner may
not be considered as privileged or confidential. Individuals requiring legal assistance should engage a
qualified attorney, licensed to practice law in the particular state or jurisdiction where the legal issues
have arisen. Members of the ELCA, pastors, congregations, synods, and others affiliated with this
church should always consult their own attorneys, accountants, or similar professionals whenever legal
issues or problems arise. Neither the churchwide organization nor the general counsel is responsible for
any loss, injury, liability, or damage related to your use of this document, whether from errors or
omissions in the content of this document or any linked sites, from the site being down, or from any
other use.

