ELCA EVANGELISM

Advancing Evangelism in Your Congregation

Does it appear that your congregation is doing everything well in the area of evangelism, but the
congregation continues to plateau or even decline? Congregations hit plateaus for a variety of reasons.
Sometimes, there is a shift in demographics. Other times, congregations settle into routines and lose the
spirit of God empowering new ventures of witnessing.

Many of us have realized the blessing of God's presence in our lives. Some are just beginning to discover
the incredible gift of God's love made known in Jesus Christ. Yet, any of us can get lazy and complacent
about being a witness to the good news found in Jesus Christ. We lose a sense of urgency. We put on
blinders, settle into our pews, and wait to be served. It is our consumer mentality at work.

Jesus calls us to be the light of the world. We are to share the light of Jesus Christ with others, witnessing
in our office places, neighborhoods, schools, homes, and daily lives. How do we let the light of Christ
shine?

Pray
Always begin with prayer. Prayers might include:
*  Confession of failure to accomplish God's mission in the world
*  Thanksgiving for God's direction within the congregation
*  Reaquests for discernment and wisdom in decision-making.
* Intercessions for the leaders of your congregation

Ask Questions

Start asking questions about your congregation’s approach to mission and ministry.
How is your congregation engaging God'’s mission? What might the next steps be?
Do you grieve for those who have not heard the Good News of Jesus?
If so, what might God be calling you to do to bear witness fo that Good News?

Listen for the Answers
We do not always like the answers we hear. Maybe your congregation is in need of major transformation.
Perhaps your congregation needs to renew its commitment to God'’s mission in your local setting.

Where is God calling you?

Change the Climate

God may be calling for change in the climate of your congregation, empowering us to bold new ventures.
How might your congregation become joy-filled, vibrant witnesses to Jesus Christ?
How might God use you as a change agent in your congregation?
Who else is God calling to partner with you to bear witness fo the love of Christ?

Writer: Robin McCullough-Bade

Copyright © 2004 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

May be reproduced for local, non-sale use provided the above copyright notice is included.
E-Tips, Division for Congregational Ministries - Evangelism.

www.elca.org/dcmyevangelism



WS2SUEAS/WIP/SI0° B2 MMM IYSGIM

‘wisijp8ueA] - sasiuljy [euonedaiSuon 1oy uoisig ‘sdiz-g  papnpul

s1- 20n0u W3uAdoo aroqe ayy papiroid asn ajes-uou ‘|edo| 10§ paonpoidal aq ey
*BDLIAWY U YNy uesaying [ed1adueay 00z @ Wyduhdor

apeg-ySnojnIdW uIqoy IANIAL

JISIYD JO 210] Y]

01 ssaujim 123q 01 noA yym 1aujied oy Sues pon s 3sj2 oy

JUOIES IS0

1noA uy JuaSe aSueyd & se noA asn pon JySiu Moy

ZISHYD SNS3f O] SISSAUIIM

JueIqin ‘pajjlj-A0f owo23q uones218uo0o 1nod JySiu Moy
*S31MUIA Mau pjoq 03 sn Juramodwa
‘uonedai3uod 1noA jo ajewnp ayj ur d3ueyp Joj Juijjed aq Aew pon
aewn)) ayj IZuey)

noA Suyyes pony s1 219y
“uInas [820] 1NOA Ul UOISSIW S, POD) O JUSWNWILIOD S} MIUII 0)
spaau uonedarguod InoA sdeyiaq “uorewiojsuel) ofew jo pasu ui i
uonedai3uod Inok agheln “1eaY oM SIIMSUE 3y} NI SAEM[E JoU OP IAA
SIOMSUY/ Y} 10} U)SI]

ZSMIN PooD 12y}
0] SSaUJIM 123G 01 Op 0] NOA SulyEd 3G pon) 1S jeym “os Jj
/Snsaf jo
SMIN POOD) Y] PIE3Y JOU 2ABY OYM ISOY] 10] IS noA o]
29q sddjs pxau ayy JyShu ey
cuoissiw s, pon) SuiSesua uonesaisuos inoA sy Moy
“Ansiuiw pue
uoissiw 0} Yyoeoidde s,uonedaiduod oA noge suonsard Junyse 1els
suonsan sy

(panuuod)

uoneda13uod InoA Jo s1apea| Ay} Joj SUOISSIINU] e
SuP{EW-UOISIDAP Ul WOPSIM PUE JUSWUIIDSIP 10) SISANDIY
uone3as3uod oy} uIyIM UoIAIP S,pon) 10j JUINZSUBY]

pliom
3y} U1 uoissiw s,pon ysijdwodde 0} aunjiej Jo UOISSAYUOD) e
:apnpul 3w siakely 1akerd yum uidaq shemy
Aeiq

¢aunys 1suyd Jo 13|

Y} 19 IM Op MO} "SaAI| AJlep pue ‘sawoy ‘sjooyds ‘spooyioqydiau
‘s90e|d 901Jj0 N0 U JUISSIUNM ‘SIFYI0 YHM ISLYD) SNSI|

J0 31| 2y 21eys 01 1k AL “pdom ay3 Jo 13| Y3 3q 0} SN s|[ed snsd|

“}JOoM 1 AJI[EJUSW ISWNSUOD INO SI )] “PIAIIS 3q 01 Jiem pue ‘smad Ino
oju1 3Nas ‘s1apuilq uo nd apn £Ouadin jo asuas e ISo| IN “ISHYD
snsaf ul punoj smau pooS ayj 03 ssaunm e Juiaq Inoge uadejdwod

pue Aze| 198 ued sn jo Aue }9A "ISHYD SNS3| Ul umouy dpew
90| S,pon) Jo Wi 3[qipaJour 3y 13A00sIp 01 Fuiuuidaq snl a1 awog
“SIAI| 1o Ul 35u3sald s,pony Jo Juissalq ay) pazijeal aaey sn jo AUl

“uissaunm Jo saInjuaA

mau gupamodwa pon Jo juids ay) 9so| pue saunNoL 0l IS
suone3aiguod “sawn 1ay1Q “soydesGowap ur Yiys e st 213y} ‘sawi
-3WoS “suoseal jo AjarieA e Joj sneajeid 1y suonedaiguor jaulpap
uaAd 1o neajejd 01 sanunuod uonedaiduod ay) Inq ‘wsiPBueAd jo eale
a3 ut [[am Zuiyif1aas Guiop si uonedaiguod 1noA ey Jeadde 11 saoQq

uonedaiduo) 1oy ur wsipdueay SupueApy

WSITIDN VAL VD13 i



