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Gathering 
 

Prelude 
 
 

Thanksgiving for BapƟsm 
The assembly stands and sings the refrain as the procession moves to the font. 
The verses are sung by a cantor. 
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Throughout the thanksgiving, the assembly responds: 
 
 
We praise you, O God, for the waters of earth: 
we praise you, O God, for the waters of earth! 
 
 
We honor you, O God, for the waters you send: 
we honor you, O God, for the waters you send! 
 
 
We glorify you, O God, for the water of baptism: 
we glorify you, O God, for the water of baptism. 
 
 
We rejoice, O God, in these stories of baptism: 
we rejoice, O God, in these stories of baptism! 
 
 
We give thanks, O God, for baptism: 
we give thanks, O God, for baptism! 
 
 
We bless you, O God, for the baptism we share: 
we bless you, O God, for the baptism we share! 
 
 

To you, Father, Son +, and Holy Spirit, 
comes the praise of all your people, now and forever: 
to you comes the praise of all your people, now and forever! Amen.  
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Gathering Song  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

As a reminder of the gift of baptism, the assembly is sprinkled with water during the singing. 
Stanza One: All 
Stanza Two: Higher voices 
Stanza Three: Lower voices 
Interlude 
Stanza Four: All 
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GreeƟng 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Kyrie:     Psalm 130 
 

Aus der Tiefe rufen wir, Herr, zu dir.  
Herr, höre unsere Stimme!  
Lass deine Ohren merken auf die Stimme unseres Flehens! 
 
The Kyrie is sung: 

 
 

Si tu retiens les fautes, Seigneur! Seigneur, qui subsistera?  
Mais tu disposes du pardon et l’on te craindra.  
 

The Kyrie is sung. 
 

¡Espera en el Señor! Porque con el Señor hay misericordia.  
Contigo, oh Dios, hay abundante redención.  
 

The Kyrie is sung. 
 

CanƟcle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
The assembly responds: Amen. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

 
 

Welcome 

 
 

Word 
 

Reading                                            Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The reading concludes: 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 46 
The psalm is mentioned in the Qur’an and is read in Arabic. 
  
1God is our refuge and strength,  
a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 
3though its waters roar and foam, 
though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 
God will help it when the morning dawns. 
6The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 
he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7The Lඈඋൽ of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our refuge.
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8Come, behold the works of the Lඈඋൽ ; 
see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 
9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; 
he burns the shields with fire. 
10"Be still, and know that I am God! 
I am exalted among the nations, 
I am exalted in the earth." 
11The Lඈඋൽ of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
 
 

Reading                                                 Romans 3:19-28 

The reading concludes: 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel AcclamaƟon 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

Gospel                                                        John 8:31-36 

 

The gospel is introduced: 
The holy gospel, according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 

The assembly is seated.  
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
 
 

Hymn of the Day  Rise, Shine, You People 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  

 
A cantor sings: We believe: Maranatha, Light of the Day. 
The assembly responds twice: 

 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
A cantor sings: We believe: Maranatha, Light of the Day. 
The assembly responds twice as above. 
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Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
A cantor sings: We believe: Maranatha, Light of the Day. 
The assembly responds twice as above. 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

Each portion of the prayers ends: 
… Come, Holy Spirit! 
The assembly responds: 

 
 

The prayers conclude: 
We entrust to you these prayers and those of our hearts, Gracious God, confident 
that you hear us and respond. Amen. 
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Peace 

La paz del Señor sea siempre con ustedes. 
Y también contigo. 

 
After sharing Christ’s peace, the assembly is seated. 

 
 
 
 

Meal 
 
 

Offering and Seƫng the Table 

Today’s offering has been designated for the Lutheran World Federation 
endowment fund. Offerings may be made in cash, by check (payable to the ELCA, 
indicating "LWF Endowment" in memo line) or with a credit card by going to  
ELCA.org/offering. 
 
As the gifts are received, the choir makes an offering. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

The assembly stands. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ... 
… we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 

Throughout the prayer, the assembly responds: 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
 
The prayer concludes: 
Amen. Amen. 
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us prayer as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
 now and for ever. Amen.  

 
 

Communion 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the Body and Blood of Christ  
at this table.  
 
If, however, your own church’s discipline or your own conscience do not make that 
possible, please know that you are also most welcome to receive a blessing as a sign of 
prayer for our unity in Christ. To signal your desire for such a blessing, simply come to 
the person distributing the Bread with your arms crossed on your chest. 
 
There are four stations — two in front of the sanctuary and two near the baptismal font 
at the entrance of the sanctuary. People in the front half of the sanctuary will receive 
communion in the front of the sanctuary and people in the back half will receive 
communion at the entrance near the baptismal font. Use the center aisle to proceed to a 
communion station. Ushers will be present to help in giving direction.  
 
Each station will have bread and gluten free waters. Please take the bread or wafer and 
proceed to the first cup for wine, or the second cup for grape juice. Dip the bread or 
wafer in the cup or you may commune by common cup by drinking. Then return to your 
pew via the side aisle. Be assured that Christ is fully present by receiving only the bread 
or the wine.  
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During communion, the assembly sings, as time allows: 
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Choir Anthem 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. 
The assisting minister leaders a prayer after communion 
The assembly responds: Amen. 

 
 
 
 

Sending 
 
 

Blessing 

 
Praise be you, O God,  
you are the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away!  
Amen! 
 
Praise be you, O God,  
who blots out our transgressions,  
who answers prayer and to whom all peoples come! 
Amen! 
 
Praise be you, O God,  
your paths overflow with plenty  
and you cover all the earth in mercy.  
Amen! 
 
Holy God, Three in One,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit + bless and preserve you,  
this day and all days, now and forever! 
Amen! 
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Sending Hymn  To Be Your Presence 

 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve God and neighbor! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

Postlude 

 
 

Following the liturgy, all are invited to attend a reception at the Folger Library. 
The Folger Library is located across the street from church, 
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Presiding Minister/Preacher 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA 
 

Celebrant 
The Rev. Susan Johnson, National Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
 

Assisting Minister 
Mr. William Horne, Vice President, ELCA 
 

Readers 
The Rev. Linda Norman, Treasurer, ELCA 
Senior Advisor, Islamic Society of North America  
Bishop Teresa Jefferson-Snorton, Churches Uniting in Christ President and Presiding 
Prelate, Fifth Episcopal District, Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 
 

Gospel Reader 
Deacon Christine Connell, President, Lutheran Social Services of the National Capitol 
Area 
 

Event Hosts 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA 
The Rev. William O. Gafkjen, Conference of Bishops Chair, ELCA 
The Rev. Richard H. Graham, Bishop, ELCA Metropolitan D.C. Synod  
Mr. William B. Horne, Vice President, ELCA 
 

Local Host 
The Rev. Michael Wilker, Pastor, Lutheran Church of the Reformation, Washington, D.C. 
 

Communion Ministers 
The Rev. Chris Boerger, Secretary, ELCA 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA 
Bishop William Gafkjen, Conference of Bishops Chair, ELCA 
Bishop Richard Graham, Bishop, ELCA Metropolitan D. C. Synod 
Mr. William Horne, Vice President, ELCA 
Bishop Susan Johnson, National Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
Ms. Sharon Mamuya 
The Rev. Linda Norman, Treasurer, ELCA 
The Rev. Elizabeth Platz 
Mr. Jim Winkler, General Secretary/President, National Council of the Churches of  
Christ in the USA 
The Rev. Michael Wilker, Pastor, Lutheran Church of the Reformation, Washington, D.C. 
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Intercessors 
Mr. Fuad Nijim, Association of Lutherans of Arab Middle Eastern Heritage     
The Rev. Emilio Benitez-Salgado, Latino Lutheran Association 
The Rev. Gigie Sijera-Grant, Asian Pacific Islander Association 
The Rev. Lamont Wells, African Descent Lutheran Association 
The Rev. Joann Conroy, American Indian Alaska Native Association  
The Rev. Eric Wester, Assistant to the Presiding Bishop for Federal Chaplaincy Ministries 
The Rev. Amy Reumann, Domestic Mission, Director for Advocacy 
Ms. Sharon Mamuya 
 
Crucifer 
Mr. Fred Bowell , member of Augustana Lutheran Church  
 
Torch Bearers and Spirit Poles 
Members of Lutheran Church of the Reformation, Washington D.C. 
 
Book Bearer  
Dean Christine Connell, executive director, Lutheran Social Services of the  
National Capital Area  
 
Musicians 
Mr. Paul Leavitt, organist, Lutheran Church of the Reformation 
Choir members of Lutheran Church of the Reformation and the Washington D.C. area 
Mr. Julio Cuelar and Latino Ensemble 
 
Ushers 
Members of Lutheran Campus Ministry's The Humble Walk at the University of Maryland 
and Lutheran Church of the Reformation. 
 
Greeters 
Members of Lutheran Church of the Reformation, Washington, D.C.  
 
Liturgical Director 
The Rev. Kevin L. Strickland, assistant to the presiding bishop/executive for Worship 
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Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Guests 

Mr. Eftakhar Alam, Strategic Relationship Specialist, Islamic Relief USA 

Mr. Azhar Azeez, President, Islamic Society of North America 

The Rev. Alfred Baca, Executive Director, Secretariat of Ecumenical and Interreligious 
Affairs, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

The Rev. David Beckmann, President, Bread for the World 

Dr. Anthony Cirelli, Associate Director, Secretariat of Ecumenical and Interreligious 
Affairs, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

Mr. Colin Christopher, Director, Islamic Society of North America Office for Interfaith and 
Community Alliances 

Mr. Lee DeYoung, Vice President of General Synod 2017, Reformed Church in America 

The Rev. Dr. G. Wilson Gunn, Jr., General Presbyter, National Capital Presbytery, 
Presbyterian Church USA,  

Bishop Teresa Jefferson-Snorton, Churches Uniting in Christ President and Presiding 
Prelate, Fifth Episcopal District, Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 

The Rev. Susan Johnson, National Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 

Mr. Anwar Khan, President, Islamic Relief USA 

The Most Rev. Denis J. Madden, Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus of Baltimore, Archdiocese of 
Baltimore 

The Rev. Dr. Peter E. Makari, Executive, Middle East and Europe Global Ministries, United 
Church of Christ and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

The Rev. Carlos Malavé, Executive Director, Christian Churches Together in the USA 

Bishop Marcus Matthews, Executive Secretary, Council of Bishops, United Methodist 
Church 

The Rev. John McCullough, President & CEO, Church World Service 

Ms. Julia McStravog, Program & Research Specialist, Secretariat of Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

The Rev. Dr. Betsy Miller, President, Moravian Church Northern Province 

Bishop W. Darin Moore , Presiding Prelate, Mid-Atlantic Episcopal District, African  
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 

Dr. Catherine Orsborn, Director, Shoulder to Shoulder Campaign 

Rabbi Jonah Dov Pesner, Director, Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 

The Rev. Tammie Rinker, Senior Pastor, Trinity Moravian Church, Moravian Church  
Northern Province  



The Rev. Dr. Ronald G. Roberson, CSP, Associate Director, Secretariat of Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

The Rev. Canon Charles K. Robertson, PhD, Canon to the Presiding Bishop,  
The Episcopal Church 

Ms. Nancy Robinson, Assistant to the Executive Director, Secretariat of Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

The Rev. Margaret Rose, Deputy for Ecumenical and Interfaith Collaboration,  
The Episcopal Church 

Rabbi Dr. David Fox Sandmel, Director of Interreligious Engagement, Anti-Defamation 
League 

Rabbi David Saperstein, Director Emeritus and Senior Advisor for Policy and Strategy, 
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 

Ms. Monica Schaap Pierce, Ecumenical Associate, Reformed Church in America 

The Rev. Dr. Eileen Scully, Director of Faith, Worship, and Ministry, The Anglican Church 
of Canada 

Dr. Sayyid Syeed, Senior Advisor, Islamic Society of North America  

The Rev. Dr. Kyle R. Tau, Ecumenical Staff Officer, Council of Bishops, United Methodist 
Church  

The Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson, Minister for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations,  
United Church of Christ 

Dr. Ayaz Virji, Medical Doctor and lecturer on Islam, Dawson Clinic, Dawson, Minnesota 

The Rev. Dr. Angelique Walker-Smith, Senior Associate for Pan African and Orthodox 
Church Engagement, Bread for the World 

Mr. James Winkler, General Secretary/President, National Council of the Churches of  
Christ in the USA 

 
 

The Folger Shakespeare Library is the world's largest Shakespeare collection. The Folger 
also holds the largest collection of Reformation era documents in the US. Over 850 volumes 
of Reformation imprints include 300 by Luther--two-thirds of the Luther's publications.  
There are also writings by Zwingli, Calvin, Melancthon and others. The Folger is open to the 
public and will host the reception after worship in the Great Hall. We are grateful for the  
Folger's support of ELCA 500. 
 

Creation Care: Wind and solar power generate all of Church of the Reformation's electricity. 
The congregation has one of the largest privately-owned, roof-top solar arrays in the  
District of Columbia. We recycle all paper, cardboard, cans, bottles and many other items. 
Please deposit your used materials in the proper receptacles. Caring for creation is a way we 
say, "Thanks be to God!" 
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Cover art: Salvadorian Cross, LWF/Christian Chavarria  

Liturgical texts adapted from Lutheran World Federation with special thanks to Dr. Dirk Lange., who served as LWF 
Consultant for the Reformation anniversary liturgies. 

Thanksgiving at the Table by Dr. Gail Ramshaw, adapted in consultation with the author; from Pray, Praise, and  
Give Thanks: A Collection of Litanies, Laments, and Thanksgivings at Font and Table, ©2017 Augsburg Fortress.  
All rights reserved. Reproduced by permission. 

Additional texts and music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
admin. Augsburg Fortress. Additional texts from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Annual License 10209-S. 

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989 National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Wade in the Water text and music African American Spiritual. Reprinted in the public domain. 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God text and music by Martin Luther; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship ©1978 Lutheran Book 
of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress; reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-704750. 

Kyrie music by Mabel Wu, ©1994 Taosheng Publishing House, Hong Kong. 

Heleluyan traditional Muscogee (Creek) Indian; transcribed by Charles H. Webb © 1989 The United Methodist 
Publishing House. Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-704750. 

Rise, Shine, You People! text by Ronald A. Klug, alt; music by Dale Wood, ©1974 Augsburg Publishing House. 
Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-704750. 

We believe: Maranatha music by Francisco F. Feliciano, © The Asian School of Music, Worship and the Arts,  
P.O. Box 10533,. Quezon City 1112, Philippines. 

Prayers of Intercession sung response from Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading / Njoo kwetu, Roho mwema text by 
Wilson Niwagila; tr. Howard S. Olson © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg 
Fortress; music by Wilson Niwagila; arr. Egil Hovland; reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-704750. 

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy text by Frederick W. Faber, reprinted in the public domain; music by Calvin 
Hampton , © 1977 GIA Publications; reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-704750. 

Unidos en la fiesta / United at the Table text and music by Joaquín Madurga, © 1979, 1998 J. Madurga and San 
Pablo Internacional - SSP, admin. OCP Publications, sole U.S. agent. All rights reserved. Translation by Angel 
Mattos and Gerhard M. Cartford. Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-704750.  

Let Us Break Bread Together, African American spiritual, reprinted in the public domain. 

To Be Your Presence text by Delores Dufner, OSB, © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under Onelicense.net  
#A-704750. Music by Charles V. Stanford, reprinted in the public domain. 

The Salvadoran Cross (front cover) 
Salvadoran artist Christian Chavarria has created a vibrant 6 foot high cross for the joint 
Reformation commemoration, replete with meaning for both Catholics and Lutherans. 
Depicting the Triune God’s creative, reconciling and sanctifying work, this cross also depicts 
our longing for a shared Eucharist. The images embody reconciliation: God’s call to 
communities of faith to be places of reconciliation and peace and God’s call to all the baptized 
to be ministers of reconciliation, engaging the path of goodness that offers reconciliation to all 
humanity and all creation. God embraces this splendid universal communion. 




