
Why the Budget Resolution matters 

Each year, the U.S. House and Senate work to pass a 

budget resolution that sets funding levels for federal 

programs.  

As Lutherans, we believe that our federal budget 

represents our collective values and priorities as a 

nation. We support and urge Congress to craft a 

federal budget that helps provide a “sufficient, 

sustainable livelihood for all.”  

While recognizing that fiscal responsibility and long-

term stability are important budgetary goals, we are 

concerned that overall cuts to non-mandatory 

spending threaten the viability and effectiveness of 

critical programs.   

We urge members of Congress, in crafting our 

federal budget, to do no harm to those programs 

that form our nation’s social safety net,  support our 

humanitarian efforts at our borders and abroad, or  

strengthen our national commitment to protecting 

God’s creation. 

In crafting our federal budget, we ask Congress to: 

 Fully fund the Affordable Care Act and ensure 

funding for Medicaid expansion.  

 Not convert food assistance programs such as 

SNAP into block grants, possibly cutting the 

program by billions of dollars over several years. 

 Encourage U.S. participation in international 

efforts to address climate change and its impact 

on poor and vulnerable communities. 

 Robustly fund the International Affairs budget, 

specifically to accounts that provide 

development and humanitarian assistance.  

 Ensure necessary protections for the safety and 

wellbeing of unaccompanied migrant children 

fleeing violence in Central America. 

Our Lutheran voice 

“May [the king] judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice… May he defend the 

cause of the poor of the people.” - Psalm 72:2-4    

Jesus was dedicated to alleviating the suffering of the sick and the poor, the hungry and the homeless. As 

people of faith we are called to live as Jesus did, accompanying the most vulnerable of our neighbors and 

serving our communities.  

As the ELCA social statement on economic life explains, “Economic life is intended to be a means through 

which God’s purposes for human kind and creation are to be served.”  While there are indeed positive 

elements in the budget resolutions, it is also important to draw attention to the ways it threatens the 

livelihoods of those most in need of assistance.  

In living out our faith in practice, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America supports policies that help 

promote holistic economic growth, recognize the value of raising families out of poverty, and help foster an 

economic climate that will address the needs of all of our brothers and sisters.   

We pray that as our legislators move forward in planning for 2016, they keep in mind the needs of all and 

create a budget that is driven by compassion for humankind and care for God’s good creation.  

2016 BUDGET RESOLUTION 
Advocating for a federal budget that provides a 

sufficient and sustainable livelihood for all 

Take action now! www.ELCA.org/advocacy          ELCA Advocacy          @ELCAadvocacy 

122 C Street NW, Suite 125, Washington, DC, 20001 - 202-626-7937 

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Economic_LifeSS.pdf?_ga=1.135545329.1906845306.1422897231
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Economic_LifeSS.pdf?_ga=1.135545329.1906845306.1422897231
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Economic_LifeSS.pdf?_ga=1.135545329.1906845306.1422897231
http://www.elca.org/advocacy


Protecting our nation’s social safety net 

We ask that Congress fully fund the Affordable Care Act, ensure funding for Medicaid expansion, and 

avoid converting food assistance programs, such as SNAP, into block grants, which would cut the program 

by billions of dollars over several years. 

 Actions against the Affordable Care Act and Medicaid, including a transition to a block grant system, 

would leave millions in need without health insurance coverage, many of whom are low-income and 

recently obtained insurance for the first time. 

 The Congressional Budget Office estimates that changes to the funding structure of SNAP will lead to 

over $125 billion in cuts. These changes could lead to a reduction or total loss of benefits for hungry 

children and their families.  

Supporting humanitarian efforts at our borders and abroad 

Congress must work to allocate adequate funds toward international programs that provide relief to 

people who are expecting humanitarian crises, as well as programs that fight extreme poverty. 

 At less than 1 percent of the federal budget, development and humanitarian programs do tremendous 

good by saving lives, improving U.S. trade opportunities, and realizing our country’s deepest moral 

values. 

As Congress considers allocating money to address the root causes of migration in Central 

America, transparency, oversight and local civil society engagement should be at the forefront 

of any budget decisions. Money to the region must invest in local civil society projects that have 

been shown to reduce poverty, not increase militarization as means for security, and should not 

prevent migrants in need of protection from leaving countries where they are persecuted to seek 

refuge where they feel safe.   

Strengthening our national commitment to protecting God’s creation  

We ask that Congress fully fund the administration's request of $500 million in Fiscal Year 2016 to honor the 

U.S. pledge of support to the Green Climate Fund. 

 The Green Climate Fund is an independent development bank that will provide funding for low carbon 

development and climate change adaptation to the most vulnerable nations and communities, many 

of which are already suffering from the impacts of climate change. 

The GCF is focused on climate change and its impacts, and will place priority on the countries and 

communities that are suffering most from its impacts. This is the first year that funds will be given to the 

bank, and it is a critical year for this new institution. 
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Learn more: 

ELCA Statement “Sufficient, Sustainable Livelihood for All” : http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%

20Repository/Economic_LifeSS.pdf?_ga=1.218386014.610576264.1427817985 

House Republicans’ budget: http://budget.house.gov/uploadedfiles/fy16budget.pdf 

House Democrats’ budget:  http://democrats.budget.house.gov/committee-report/economic-opportunity-

americans-working-hard-get-ahead-2016-house-democratic-budget 

Additional links:  

Medicaid -http://www.offthechartsblog.org/senate-budget-chairmans-plan-would-block-grant-much-of-

medicaid-repeal-medicaid-expansion/ 
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